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Taxi insurance is all that we do.
Our sole focus on Taxi insurance means we understand the market better than anyone else.

EMPATHY

We understand you must buy insurance in order to work.
Our job is to make that process as painless as possible.

SERVICE

As your role is to serve the public, our role is to serve you.

TAXIFAIR CORK
48 Maylor Street, Cork | T: 021 203 8220

TAXIFAIR DUBLIN
21a Clanbrassil Street Lower, Dublin 8 | T3 01 485 1896

E: helpid@taxifair.ie




;\ ES NSV ELCOR e
ybrid [
C@mr 2

| h MODEL SHOWN: 2014 TOYOTA (OROI.lA HYBRID ESTATE

Call our sales team today:

01 870 2000 or 086 180 6220 or 087 288 4146
YVAVVAVVESSE BN b SIS AU AIVA RO M SO SR SGERERN N SR SERH B
The Hybrid Motor Centre, 60 Upper Main Street, Rush, Dublin



appy New Year to all of our readers.
We hope you had a prosperous

holiday season. Our first edition of

2020 begins with a controversial

announcement from Climate Action
Minister, Richard Bruton. The Bill aims to enshrine
in law the approach outlined in the Climate Action
Plan, including: establishing a 2050 emissions
reduction target in law and banning the sale
of fossil fuel cars by 2030. Chairperson of the
National Transport Assembly Committee (NTAC),
and Spokesperson on Taxis, Tony Roe has
criticised both the plan and Minister Bruton along
with Minister for Transport, Shane Ross, accusing
the government of trying to “grab headlines”.

In other news, attempting to adapt to the
changes within the taxi industry, Xpert Taxis has
decided to merge with National Radio Cabs in a
new company called NXT which hopes to launch
a fleet of hydrogen cars in the next few years.

Brian Crinion, director of Spectrum Optimise, a
company that offers a range of services to help
promote better workplace environments, has

a few handy tips for drivers to take care of their :

musculoskeletal health in order to avoid problems
in the future.
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In what is becoming a worryingly regular trend
a number of drivers have been attacked and
or injured on the job since our last edition. In

. one instance an innocent taxi driver was lucky
. to escape with his life after being caught in the

crossfire of the Drogheda feud. The victim was
shot twice in the back while sitting in his vehicle
on the Bridge of Peace shortly after 6pm.
Another incident occurred just across the border
in County Tyrone a Taxi Driver was hospitalised

following a brutal attack by a passenger. The

assault is alleged to have taken place in the
early hours of the morning near Glebe Gardens,
Strabane. The injured man attended hospital

. for treatment to multiple head injuries, and

an 18-year-old man was arrested by police
investigating the attack.
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Tacsai Magazine is stocked in each
taxi firm in Dublin, Cork, Galway and
Limerick. Most ranks have “Rank
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Additionally, the magazine is available in
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01. Skan Taxi centre, Tolka Valley
Business Park.

02. Emo Station (Mount Brown),
Kilmainham.

03. Discount Till Rolls

04. TTnH Offices, Santry Hall Ind. Est.
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15. Excel Auto Parts, Old Naas Road
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Tony Roe, Chairperson of the National Transport Assembly Committee
(NTAC) and Spokesperson on taxis has spoken out on progress, standards

and quality in the taxi industry.

naxi drivers are continuing to develop their

taxis by upgrading and drivers are now :
working longer hours to supply a satisfactory
public service vehicle, i.e a taxi. Unlike other
European countries, the removal of the !
Value Added Tax (VAT), and also the removal of the :
VRT reduction to taxi drivers. This helps taxi drivers :
immensely, and supplies them with the necessary tools
to provide a more helpful and productive service. A
simple gesture makes it more amenable to everyone in :

the taxi industry and transport development,” he said.

He went on to say that come election time, politicians are
very quick to make superficial promises which are often

disingenuous and unhelpful.

“Action from politicians concerning public service vehicle
operators is badly needed and is sadly lacking here. When :
the taxi industry is spoken of, it tends to be in a negative way :
which disregards the great work being done by taxi drivers :
driving state of the art, wheelchair accessible vehicles, and

unlike most European countries, we see no concessions.

He went on to say that while politicians are quick to talk
about England, and London Taxis, and Spain which have :
state of the art vehicles, they omit to mention the concessions
and incentives available to drivers in these regions, further :
stating that in order to raise money for upgrades drivers in :
Ireland are forced to work longer hours, thereby reducing
i commitment in the National Development Plan and Climate

the lifespan of their vehicles.

He said that taxi regulations are not the same as
elsewhere and Ireland must look at the issuing of taxi :
licences at source, and this must be addressed by : of NCTs from 2045 (Head 16 is acting as a placeholder). In
the National Transport Authority and the Minister for :
Transport, Shane Ross, in a way that is productive, and :

consultation with the relevant Departments concerned and

not only pro-active, but reactive as well.
Meanwhile,

Government in the new Dail term.

The Climate Action Plan was published earlier this year, :
and the bill aims to enshrine in law the approach outlined :
i delivers on the transformation that is required. Today

within it, including:

Establishing a 2050 emissions reduction target in law,
making the adoption of carbon budgets a legal requirement
i Minister Bruton.

and banning the sale of fossil fuel cars by 2030.
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the Minister for Climate Action and :
Environment Richard Bruton recently published the Draft :
General Scheme of the Climate Action (Amendment) Bill :
2019 and confirmed that it is priority legislation for the
i is the key to making progress. We have a very short

Richard
Bruton,
Minister
for Climate
Action

The Minister is continuing to refine some of the measures
and approaches set out in the Bill and will work with the
All-Party Oireachtas Committee which has played a very
valuable role in helping develop the approach outlined in the
Climate Action Plan.

A draft Head is being developed in consultation with
the relevant Government Departments to address the

Action Plan to introduce legislation to ban the registration
of new fossil fuel cars from 2030 and to stop the granting

effect, from 2030 it will not be possible to register any new
car which runs on fossil fuel. This will be developed further in

will be submitted to Government for approval in the coming
months.

“We must act now and leave a better, healthier, more
sustainable Ireland for future generations. Accountability

time to act. We must put in place a strong framework
to ensure every sector, every policy, every decision

represents a hugely important step in putting in place the
necessary arrangements to achieve this objective,” said



Fianna Fail is also jumping on the bandwagon, with both
parties vying with each other to take credit for the plans to
reduce carbon emissions.

Fianna Fail spokesperson on climate action and

environment Jack Chambers accused Fine Gael of :
attempting to “own a key climate response” that was called
i taxi drivers are wasting between five and nine litres of
i fuel every day due to rank closures, which is definitely a
. contributing factor. We in the taxi industry are all working
: to lower chronic fumes, pollution and CO2 emissions,
i and how are we to do this if we are being forced onto the
Brian Cooke, Director General of the Society of the Irish :

for by all parties almost a year ago.

“It is welcome that the Oireachtas may finally have the
opportunity to examine and progress this much needed
legislation. But it is extremely disappointing that this is
being described as a Fine Gael initiative,” he said.

Motor Industry, says that is a premature move:
“Other European markets are thinking more about 2040.

we've set targets and deadlines without having a plan. This
is putting the cart before the horse.”

Commenting on this, Roe said:

“We see pie in the sky figures coming back from the

announcement is that he is going to outlaw all petrol and
diesel cars by 2030. There is a complete disregard for the
€2b a year that’s taken back on taxes in this,” he said.

He went on to say that such a move could potentially
i everybody,” he said.

create mass unemployment in terms of people who work

in petrol stations etc and that Minister Bruton seems to be
leaving a lot of details out in the pursuit of making headlines. :
“The government’s lack of thought here has to be i

i criticised. Their track record at the moment on roads,
i systems is a complete shambles. We're are looking at a
i system here where the Irish government are being fined
€15, 500 a day due to the poor quality of air that we have,

particularly around the city. We have highlighted this in
the past through a survey that we did which found that

roads,” he said.
He went on to say that the NTAC have called for the

reinstatement of ranks that have been closed and are lying
We feel that would be a more realistic target. In the past, :
i for parking spaces.

dormant apart from everyday motorists who are using them

“We cant understand the government’s position on this.

i The public are being deprived of access to taxis in heavy
: footfall areas. Taxis should be waiting there, ready to pick
Minister for Transport, the latest of which is that he wants
to have all electric cars by 2030. These pie in the sky :
figures always seem to come when there is an election :
looming. Climate Action Minister, Richard Bruton’s latest :
: things like the removal of the luggage charge among other
things is reducing their income.

up passengers instead of driving around contaminating the
roads,” he said.

He also pointed out that taxi drivers in Ireland are making
less than ever, and while they are for tax, insurance etc,

“We would like to see some initiative coming back from
the government here that is going to be beneficial for
At the time of print, neither the Department of Transport,

nor the Department of Climate action had responded to
requests for comment.
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MOTOR COMPANY LTD.

TAXIS FOR SALE

Unit 1, 15 Naas Road,
Clondalkin, D22 E193
info@autoclassmotors.ie
www.autoclassmotors.ie

NOW AVAILABLE AT AUTOCLASS HIRE

FORD TOURNEO CUSTOM
AVAILABLE IN MANUAL & AUTO

RENAULT TRAFIC
AVAILABLE IN MANUAL & AUTO

FORD TRANSIT CONNECT
AVAILABLE IN MANUAL & AUTO

PEUGEOT RIFTER
AVAILABLE IN MANUAL & AUTO

As with all taxis supplied by Autoclass
Motor Company, our taxis are ready to
leave our premises to go straight to NTA
Suitability Inspection. We take care of
everything so you can keep working while
your new taxi is being prepared!!

So if you’re looking for a taxi to suit your
needs and the finance package to suit your
budget, look no further than Autoclass
Motor Company!!!

Contact us or call in, and let us help you
get your new or next taxi on the road.




IDRIVERS! INTERESTED IN SAVING MONEY?

CALL US TODAY
014123487 0871155530 0873755530

TN - (AXISFORRENT
o | ONGE/SHORT=
{TERM AVAILABLE

2018-2019 VW CADDY’S

2.0 LTR DSG AUTOMATIC
NOW AVAILABLE & IN STOCK. WAV GRANTS AVAILABLE
€0 FINANCE AVAILABLE
VEHICLES CAN BE SUPPLIED COMPLETE AS TAXI-READY-TO-DRIVE.
ALL PAPERWORK TAKEN CARE OF

WWW.AUTOCLASSMOTORS.IE
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We're changing taxi

insurance in Ireland.

Zego combines insurance with advanced technology to
protect you against fraudulent claims and help make every
journey safer.

® o3
(b
Flexible payment Customise your Free device included

options available policy with with your policy
additional cover

Call us now for a quote

Quote'Tacsai for our best offer

01 691 7584

We're available Monday to Sunday 9am - 7pm

zego.com/ie/taxi

@ Cover provided by La Parisienne Assurances with backing from Swiss Re. 100% salvency checked
{financially secure).
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GARDAI have launched an investigation following an alleged sexual assault
of a woman by a suspected bogus taxi driver near Howth in Dublin.

o arrests have currently been made.lt is :
understood that a pavement in the area was

cordoned off until 12pm the following day.

A number of posts have been shared
by concermned social media users over the :
i 4:10am who observed any suspicious behaviour, or any

A spokesman for An Garda Siochana have asked for any
. to contact Raheny Garda Station on 01 666 4300, the
A garda spokesperson said: “Gardai are investigating a
sexual assault that is reported to have occurred in the Sutton

allegation.

witnesses in the area to come forward.

Cross area near Howth, in the early hours of Saturday
November 23 2019.

Gardai are appealing for anyone who may have
information, particularly anyone who may have travelled
on the Dublin Road, Sutton, Dublin 13 between 3:30-

road users in the area who may have camera footage

Garda Confidential Line on 1800 666 111 or any Garda
Station.

An operation targeting taxi drivers in Naas was carried out recently.

I 1he joint operation between Roads Policing :
Unit Naas (Kildare Garda Traffic Division) :

and the National Transport Authority (Taxi :
taxi :
i be carried out re lighting.
Gardai say checkpoints were carried out at various :
. Garda Siochana and the NTA would like to thank the

Numerous offences were detected ranging from: Meters
not switched on/running; Drivers not assigned to taxi; :

Regulator) targeted “unscrupulous”
drivers operating in breach of regulations.

locations and ranks were inspected.

Areas Stickers not in place; Required safety equipment
not in place; Taxis standing — not at appropriate taxi rank;
Required driver identification not on display; One taxi
was taken out of service for a period of time for repairs to

“All above breaches received on the spot fines. An

public for their cooperation during this operation,” said a
Garda spokesperson.

Tech has been the driving force behind the taxi industry’s evolution and it’s

not slowing down.

D

rivers and traditional companies have been
thinking on their feet to keep up with new apps.

Waldron is a line of Dublin cabs.

to different taxi companies around the city.

morning. Inside there are also plenty of phone apps open
using different services to scour the city for fares.

and a guy has six different phones on the dash for different
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: companies. You're probably better off because you can pick
i and choose,” he explained.
Sitting in a rank in front of taxi driver Jim
The company is set to have some more competition as Uber
Looking along the roofs, Waldron recognises
antennas attached to the top of each car and attributes them :
i company is hiring a country manager based in the capital to

“There’s Lynk and National Radio Cab, just to name :
a few,” he tells Fora when we speak to him on Tuesday '
challenges to our European peers, with Irish law allowing
i users to only book fully-licensed taxi drivers.

“They are all using amix, and | think that’s what’s happening :
with a lot of guys,” Waldron said. “There’s a YouTube video :
i way that taxi drivers do business.

When it comes to apps, Free Now is the dominant player.

rival Bolt looks like it is eyeing up an entry to Ireland’s ranks.
Fora reported earlier this week that the Estonian ride-hailing

launch its operations.

Any new player in the Irish market faces slightly different

Its apparent when speaking with Waldron and other
industry members that these apps have transformed the



Changing patterns

With apps improving user experience and making it easier
to book a taxi in minutes, traditional taxi companies have
had to invest in their tech systems to entice customers that :

now expect seamless service.

iCabbi, a Dublin-based taxi software company that was :
acquired by French auto giant Renault in 2018, provides :
different tools to taxi companies, including technology that
automates bookings made online and through an app. It :

also has voice recognition software.

“The core product is the dispatch product. Your booking
Association, Waldron told Fora the change would be noticed
i by taxi drivers that use the app.

comes in, the system automates it and sends it out to the
driver,” Sinead Gillett, the head of content at iCabbi, told
Fora.

She said the biggest tech-driven change for the taxi
industry in Ireland is automation.

you can get to use an app, the less of a human element is
needed,” she explained.

“All taxi drivers are trying to automate their business by
60% or 70% and there are always going to be people who
want to talk to an operator,” she said.

iCabbi is focused on getting the driver to passenger in the
shortest amount of time possible and also has developed an

payment providers.
The company said it has helped Lynk Taxis grow its fleet
from 500 to 1,500 cars through its technology.

his company has also invested in tech to keep apace.

traditional companies like ourselves — who always adopted
new tech — knew we had to be flexible in a changing
environment and that's why we are still here,” he said.

the city and throughout Ireland including the multinationals,
legal firms, banks and hospitals.

Tech won't cut it on its own. Kearns said for the company
to maintain its market share it has gone on the acquisition
trail.

of smaller companies. Mergers and acquisitions are the way
forward in the industry,” he explained.

a lot of smaller companies have “gone by the wayside”.

Pattern changes
Dublin Taxi drivers first turned to the Hailo app when it

and the app worked by allocating jobs to the nearest car.
Hailo performed strongly in Ireland before it was merged
with MyTaxi in 2016 and was rebranded. The app went
through another facelift last February to become Free Now,
after Daimler and BMW merged various mobility service

Beat and Kapten to launch a uniform service across 100
European cities.

Earlier this week, taxi drivers that use the app were
notified that from 13 January the commission they pay to
the company from each fare would increase from 12% to
15%. As a spokesman for the National Private Hire and Taxi

In a response to questions posed by Fora, a Free Now

: spokesperson said in a statement the company decided to
¢ increase the commission to “be in line with the rate applied

“Ten years ago you would have just had tons and tons
of operators taking more bookings so the more people that

in the UK since last August.”
“While the price of most things has increased over that

: time, we have not changed our 12% commission structure
¢ and have kept it low for as long as possible including over the
i exceptionally busy Christmas period that has just passed,”
the spokesperson said.

The company said it has “transformed the taxi sector in

this country, with passengers and drivers benefiting hugely
i from the ease-of-use a ride-hailing taxi app has offered”.
API that allows other services to tap into the technology, like :

Despite the prospect of increased competition, Free

i Now is a fixture among the industry. According to the latest
National Transport Authority figures, there were a total of
i 20,733 licences issued this year, while Free Now said it
Vincent Kearns, chief executive of Xpert taxis, told Fora :

has expanded the fleet using the app to more than 14,000

i drivers and intends to continue to grow that number and
“App companies like Uber brought the change and for the :

invest in developing the app. was easy. An engineer called

to my house and set me up in minutes. He showed me how
i to use the device and it was incredibly simple to get to grips
i with and use straight away.”

His company provides services for corporate accounts in

i Smoother transactions and better customer service
“BOIPA has definitely helped me overcome my previous
i challenges when it comes to payment collection. It has
i helped greatly with the connectivity issues | had previously
¢ encountered. Also, people can now see that | accept cards
“As part of the changing environment, we’ve acquired a lot :
i ATMs to get cash, so that's a bonus. It's been great for
. customer satisfaction”

Thanks to the change the apps have brought, Kearns said :

(with in car signage) and it saves me having to detour to

“For example, it could be late at night and I'm with a couple

i of other taxi’s waiting for customers at a rank. Customers
i ask the taxis if we accept cards, and if the other guys don’t,
¢ 1 win the business. That's happened quite a few times. Yes,
it's definitely helping me win business.”

launched in 2012. It was set up by three London taxi drivers :

i Would you recommend BOIPA?

i “Of course! It's reasonably priced and has great connectivity
. and they are at the end of the phone if there is a problem.
Getting up and running was incredibly quick and easy so all
i inall, I will definitely recommend BOIPA to other taxi drivers.”
companies including taxi-hailing apps Mytaxi, Clever, :
: with the aim of giving Irish businesses a better alternative
: for accepting card payments. We offer transparent pricing
options, fast settlement, no hidden fees, quick and simple
i set-up, and a call centre in Dublin to handle any queries.

: Go to www.BOIPA.com/taxi to see what we can offer
: you.

BOI Payment Acceptance entered the Irish market in 2015
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Stitched Up Autos

Specialised car upholstery

e Specidlists in tailored taxi
seat covers.

e Mini bus seats.

e Supply and fit of all

weather rupber mats

Taxi seat covers at a
special rate for taxi drivers

Facebook.com/ Find us an: I

Phore Joe on: 086 355 5990 stitchedupcarupholstery facebook
or emall joe.stitchedup@gmail.com www.stitchedupcarupholstery.com

Dacia Logan MCV

from only €233 per month
0 Deposit

Ireland’s most affordable car brand

Model shown: Logan MCVY Signature 5Ce 75; RAP €14,1%0. Finance example Logan MCY Alternative SCe 75, RRP §12.4%0 Deposit €0, Term &0 monthly payments of €233
APR 4.9%. Total cost of credin €1,563 inc fees ol €150, Offer i made under a hire purchase agreement. Subject (o lending criteria. Terms and conditions apply, OMer exclusive
to Dacia Bank, See Dacia le [Warning: You will not own these goods until the final payment s made]. Dacia Bank is 2 trading name of RO Banque Branch Ireland and is
authorised and regulated by the French banking authoerity and supervised by the Central Bank for conduct af business purposes. OfTer availabie at Dacia participating dealers.
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OPEN
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An Irishman is in a serious condition after an early-morning crash which
killed a taxi driver in Canada.

cab with two passengers.

happened at 3.30am on December 29.

A spokesman for Vancouver Police told the Irish Mirror
: with non-life-threatening injuries.

they believe “speed was a factor” in the tragic incident.

He said: “Vancouver Police are investigating an early- :
morning collision that killed a cab driver and sent three '
i evidence. The Independent Investigations Office has been

others to hospital with injuries.

“The collision occurred around 3:30 December 29 at the
intersection of 1st Avenue and Renfrew Street, when a :

car2go smart car collided with a Yellow Cab carrying two
: Investigation Unit at 604-717-3012.”

passengers.

“The force of the collision sent the taxi into the Royal
Bank on the southeast corner, causing damage to the :
: to all including the family involved”.

building.

t's believed the Monaghan man, in his 20s, was driving
a rented vehicle when he collided with a Vancouver

The taxi driver, 28, was taken to hospital but
. pronounced dead after the two-vehicle collision which
i hospital with serious injuries.

“VPD officers and paramedics from BC Ambulance
Service arrived moments later and provided first aid.

“Both drivers were taken to hospital, where the 28-year-
old male taxi driver was pronounced dead.

“The driver of the car2go — a man in his 20s — remains in

“Two passengers in the taxi were also taken to hospital

“This is Vancouver’s 14th traffic-related fatality of 2019.
“VPD’s Collision Investigation Unit is now collecting

notified.
“Anyone who witnessed the collision, or saw the vehicles
driving prior to the crash, is asked to call the VPD Collision

The Department of Foreign Affairs said it was “aware of
the case and stands ready to provide consular assistance

A Dublin taxi driver had a lucky escape when his car ploughed into a lamppost
after he was assaulted by a passenger in the early hours of Saturday morning.

he driver, who is in his mid-30s, was treated :
for minor injuries following the crash on Lower
Kilmacud Road, Stillorgan, south Dublin at
¢ into the lamppost.

His alleged attacker fled the scene on foot :
while the driver was taken to hospital to be treated for his :
injuries. It is understood the cabbie picked up the attacker :
. occurred on the Kilmacud Rd lower, Stillorgan Co Dublin on
He dropped the woman off before heading for Kilmacud :

around 2.30am on December 28.

and a woman in the Sandyford area.
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Road where the passenger suddenly became violent,
grabbing the driver by the neck and then punching him.
The driver then lost control of the taxi, causing it to crash

A Garda spokeswoman told Dublin Live they are
continuing to investigate the incident.
She said: “Gardai are investigating an assault that

Dec 28, 2019 at approximately 2.30am.



BOLT, THE ESTONIAN ride-hailing company, is drawing up plans to launch its

taxi app services in Dublin.

n he manager will be responsible for overseeing :
i If launched successfully in Dublin, Bolt would be entering a

“Bolt is currently researching the possibility :
Ireland,” a
famous by Uber does not operate here. Users of the Uber
asked about the ad. She declined to comment any further :

drivers, logistics and navigating regulation.

of opening its operations in
spokesperson for the company said when

on questions around the shape an Irish launch may take.

Bolt, formerly known as Taxify, has been aggressively :
expanding around Europe and has become a notable :
headache for Uber, launching in the key London market
last year where the US company has scuffled with :
¢ launched its food delivery unit Uber Eats in some Irish cities.

Similar to Uber, Bolt has ventured beyond ride-hailing and
taxi operations with services like food delivery and e-scooter :
BMW and Daimler, a Bolt investor.
Headed up by chief executive and co-founder Markus :
i to have carried 16 million passengers in Ireland in 2018. It
venture capital firms as well as German carmaker Daimler :

regulatory bans.

hire.
Villig, the company has raised over $240 million from several
and Chinese ride-hailing giant Didi Chuxing.

at over $1 billion.

Irish launch

competitive market for taxi services but one with limitations.
The model of ride-sharing with regular drivers made

app in Ireland can only book fully-licensed taxi drivers.
Uber has lobbied the Irish government for years to loosen
up regulations that would allow the operation of its core
business model and has pitched limited trials to get the ball
rolling but to no avail.
Despite challenges on that front, the company has

Should Bolt launch taxi operations in Ireland, it could follow
a similar model to Free Now, the taxi-hailing app owned by

It too uses fully-licensed taxi drivers. The company claims

has a considerable presence in the country has been active

. inthe market for several years, under different brand names.
Its $67 million series D round last year valued the company
on the market including Lynk and the still relatively new
i player Flag.

There are also several Irish-founded taxi booking apps

If launched successfully in Dublin, Bolt would be entering a competitive market

for taxi services but one with limitations.

lynn Quilter - who owns Killeady Cabs - ran
his services for free on Christmas Day for :
families looking to bring loved ones home :

from the hospital or a nursing home.

This was done completely free of charge
and was available to all families in Innishannon, Killeady,

Crossbarry and Ballinhassig.

Making the announcement on social media, Glynn
said: “If there are any families in Innishannon, Killeady :
Crossbarry and Ballinhassig who have family in hospital
or a nursing home and would like to bring them home for :
Christmas Day, I'd be delighted to offer my services free
of charge. My taxi is a wheelchair accessible taxi so no
i Cork, with thousands of people sharing and writing to
The post got a massive response from all parts of :

problem there, call me and we will sort it out.”

14t 9525485 F ©

U

support Glynn.
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€200

Referal Bonus

Refer a driver today!

Visit us online or call in to our Dublin or
Cork Driver Centres to find out more.

free-now.com/ie/referral-bonus

Now V'



FRANCIS X. BURKE & CO.

SOLICITORS

LEGAL SERVICES

First consultation 7 General Practice « Wills & Probate

- @ Personal Injuries & Litigation (¥ Contract
is free of charge

. . ¥ Conveyancing ~ Employment
and obligation

 Family Law ' Landlord & Tenant

WEHAVE:A WEALTH|OF-EXPERIENCE:DEALING WITH THE: TAXI INDUSTRY/ & THENTA

IF YOU REQUIRE LEGAL SERVICES OR ADVICE WE’RE JUST A PHONECALL AWAY

FRANCIS X. BURKE & CO. info@fxblaw.com 15 Mount Street Lower
SOLICITORS www.fxblaw.com Dublin 2, Ireland.

FIRST CLASS SPSVDRIVERS TEST TRAINING

SPSV TAXI LICENCE TRAINING

SPSV Training Services has established itself over the

last 25 years as the leading SPSV Training centre, helping
people to obtain the required licence to drive a Taxi,
Hackney or Limousine also wheelchair Taxis and Hackneys.

Direct Booking Number : 085 767 9651
Office: 01 662 3333

Ron Duffy: 086 608 7478

Paul Duffy: 086 820 1824

SPSV Taxi Licence Training
13 Bridgecourt Office Park
Walkinstown Avenue

Dublin 12
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Npiiiedins -

3 CRAFTSMASTERS COMPLEX, GREENHILLS IND EST, © 089 982 9690
WALKINSTOWN, DUBLIN 12

NISSAN LEAF PEUGEOT PARTNER (AUTO)

We are an independent car dealer that specialise in the
sale of new/used cars to the taxi industry.

<IN

WE SOURCE ALL CARS
PRIUS SKODA AVENSIS PEUGEOT PARTNER VW CADDY FORD

SKODA

N7, X




9%

Lynk

Rent a Taxi

Reduce your fuel bills today!!
Rent a PRIUS

Toyota Prius Hybrids Now Available
New & Nearly New, Low Mileage, Top Spec. From €230

*New PSV Drivers Welcome*

What's Included? Contact Ray

Insurance i
Maintenance Ray@lynk.ie
Lynk app (Jobs, Mapping, Payments)

24/7 breakdown assist 014731333
Keep your no claims

Replacement car provided

Visit www.rentataxidublin.ie

Prices are quobed based on taxi experience & no claims bonus, Terms & Conditions apply, Dublin Drivers Only.




A man who stole cash from a taxi
driver’s wallet while the driver was
set upon by a group of youths has
been given a two-year suspended
sentence.

erence Gavin (27) with an address at Moyne
Park, Baldoyle, Dublin pleaded guilty at Dublin :
Circuit Criminal Court to stealing €320 cash
threatening to cause serious harm.

from Imram Shahzad at the same address on
August 4, 2016.
The court heard today that Gavin was driven home by Mr

nearby halting site.
The teenagers set upon Mr Shahzad, punching him in
windscreen of the taxi and shattered it.

While this was happening, Gavin took Mr Shahzad’s

picked him up from.
The teenagers have never been identified.
Gavin, who works as a flooring contractor, had €5620 in

money stolen and windscreen damage. He has 12 previous

A victim impact statement by Mr Shahzad was handed in

: to court, but not read out.
Shahzad on the night in question and was asked to pay his
fare before he called out to a group of teenage boys in a :
i and not on the assault. “This man was not responsible for
the attack and his wrong-doing was stealing,” he said.

the torso and head. One of them threw a stone through the
i on a number of conditions, including that Gavin pay over the
i cash to Mr Shahzad.

wallet and emptied it of €320 before making off. He was later
identified from CCTV footage of the pub Mr Shahzad him
i very, very bad mistake” on the night in question. He said he
i had turned his life around in the intervening years since the
i theft and was now working and supporting two families.
court for Mr Shahzad as a token of remorse and to cover the

Handing down sentence, Judge Martin Nolan said he
must sentence Gavin on the charge of theft before the court

He handed down a two-year sentence and suspended it

Patrick Reynolds BL, defending, accepted the theft was
“aggravated by the circumstances” and his client made “a

He said Gavin didn’t have a drink or drugs problem, but

was drunk on the night in question. “He doesn’t have much
convictions, including for theft, road traffic offences and :

memory of what happened,” he said.

A Dublin passenger bizarrely spent over €700 on a taxi journey from Dublin

to Mayo and back.

n an attempt to get to an important meeting on time,

before returning.

taxi app revealed.
of the year as one passenger said:

the 3Arena.
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: a woman looking to transport her budgie from Dublin to
the business passenger clocked up a whopping €751 :
on the trip from the capital to the western county
i paying and a further 57 got sick in the taxi.
In contrast to this, the shortest trip taken was from :
the Shelbourne Hotel to Grafton Street, figures from Lynk :
: (22%) and shopping (13%).
One Lynk driver revealed the most hilarious comment
“l thought Ariana
Grande was a font,” when the American popstar played :
i big day as any item found by the driver is returned to the
And the oddest request the Lynk team had this year was

Brussels after no airline would allow her to travel with it.
Unfortunately a total of 22 passengers legged it without

According to the report, the most common items
customers left behind were phones (32%), wallets or bags

In fact, one unfortunate bride-to-be left her wedding
dress behind having forgotten it was in the boot.
Luckily she was able to recover the item in time for the

passenger or dropped to the nearest Garda station.



Exclusive offer for Taxi Drivers at
MSL Service Centre North Dublin.

B
= —=p

Timing Belt & Water Pump Replacement.

For only €449 plus a FREE replacement car.

Timing is everything and we recommend that the timing belt in your car
is changed every 4 years. Now for a limited time, we are offering this
service on any Volkswagen passenger car plus we will provide you with
a FREE replacement car so you are never off the road.

So why not call 01 409 4449, and make a reservation with us today.

What will we do on the day?

+ Strip down the relevant components of the engine and renew the
timing belt, tensioner, water pump and coolant. .

+ Reassemble, road test and record the work in your Service Book. BEttEl‘ service.

» Wash and vacuum your car. Better value.

MSL Service Centre - North Dublin

218 North Circular Road, Dublin 7. DO7 DXTA8.
Tel: (01) 409 4449

www.msl.ie

Service Centre

MORTH DUBLIN

Terms & Conditions apply: Free replacement car is for a madmum of 24 howrs. It must be
reserved at time of boeking sefvice and is dependent on availability of courtesy cars.



085101 4766 OR INFO@THELOCKMAN.IE

AUTO LOCKSMITH SERVICES

» Emergency car door unlocking * Professional grade service

Don’t let yourself

* Car key replacement * High security vehicle key - H
* The fastest response time around duplication be the VICtIm u
* Low quoted rates that won’t * Extraction of broken car keys

change * Transponder chip key Ca" the LOCkman tOday for a
* Friendly, uniformed technicians * New ignition keys F R E E .
................................................................................ : security check.
REPLACEMENT CAR KEYS
We also provide Car Key Cutting, Immobiliser Coding and Duplication @ Licensed by
on-site or road side. f ¥y G+ PSA Liconse Nember 07104

The Lockman, 24/7 Locksmiths Blanchardstown, D15 TEL.: 085 101 4766

0'Sullivan Motors
T /ﬂ\.

WHEELCHAIR & HYBRID TAXI SPECIALISTS

+ Quality PreOwned Cars Competltlve Pricing « Trade-ins Welcome

Pre Loved Gars'

Finance Deals Available Unit 9 Tolka Valley Business Park,
Ballyboggan Rd, Finglas, D11

SZEUNETTHY | Telephone: 085 858 2635

When You Mention This Ad Email: osullivanmotorsdublin@hotmail.com
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Jd| EXPERT :
\\l \ccountants www.expertaccountants.ie

And Business Consultants

Income Tax Return Only €123 (including Vat)

&  Prepare and file your Income Tax Return One of our Partners, Reith
: . s . RTCT Quigley, operated as a
&  Provide Expert advice to reduce your liability 2 &5 OPRi i

: [axi Driver for several
years before qualifying as
Obtain your Tax Clearance Cert a Chartered Accountant

&  Set up Revenue payments online
7

Expert Accountants & Business Consultants Ltd
Unit 4, Block 7 01 452 7099, 085 801 3604

High Street office@expertaccountants.ie
Tallughr Dublin 24 www.expertaccountants.ie




DUAL FACING
DASHCAMERA

The Silent Witness In-Car
DVR Vehicle Accident
Camera.

SWOT11 is a front and rear
facing high definition
DVR and crash cam
with a built in 2.7” LCD
display screen.

SWOT1 HD DUAL FACING DASH
CAMERA WITH GPS

HD RECORDING MODE AUTO LOOP RECORDING
- WIDE ANGLE VIEWING MODE ~ + G-SENSOR MODE
« SUPPORTS SD CARD «  SUPER NIGHT VISION
- GOOGLE MAPPING +  MOTION DETECTION
- DUAL RECORDING . 2”LCD DISPLY
ONL, VA}VA __/LA @M/

FEL @/ 83’@ J@@@
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FEROM|€370) +. VAT

IYAXUISHOREIE

T&C’s apply

The Brand New Mirror
Taxi Meter Technology
From Tetas Electronics

Your Rearview mirror is now your
taximeter! Awesome suprise features
and extortion- preventing features that
no other taxi meter has.

* Automatic roof sign control.

* Driver control with password and
assembly features.

» Compatible with any and every taxi.

WE SPECIALISE IN EVERYTHING TAXI!

That’s our niche, and we’re proud to be Ireland’s Number 1
dedicated taxi services provider. No job is too big or too small
for Taxi Shop. From installing a taxi meter or receipt printer into
your taxi to full taxi branding, including taxi roofsigns, branding,
signage and CCTV. Taxi Shop also have our own shop for all the
taxi accessories you could ever need.

NEW]UEDIROOFSIGNS' UUSTLE165]INCYVAT}

CONTACT'US

TAXI SHOP

UNIT 38B, BARROW ROAD,
DUBLIN INDUSTRIAL ESTATE,
GLASNEYVIN, DUBLIN 11

TEL:
EMAIL:
WEB:
GPS:

07 830 9000

INFO@TAXISHOP.IE
WWW.TAXISHOP.IE
53.373079, -6.292559

000

-®

EVINCEMETARY

T4 @ Gaave of Machael Colie

The TAXI SHOP you can trust.

Serving the Taxi Industry for over 30 years.



Due to continued
growth, we are looking
for Professional
committed chauffeur
professionals

This is an excellent
opportunity to be part of
the organisation’s future
growth.

Devine’s is an equal
opportunity employer

If you are interested in more information please contact:
HR@O01 626 9092 in the strictest of confidence.
Or email your details to: careers@devinescs.com



A taxi driver who was observed ‘standing for hire’ outside a pub and
nightclub in Limerick city centre will be sentenced in the coming months.

homas Burke, 68, who has an address in Ennis

was before Limerick District Court relating to :

an incident on April 13, 2019.
Garda Christopher O’'Mara told Judge Marian

O'Leary he was on duty at Howley’'s Quay
i off the roof light.

shortly before midnight when he encountered a taxi parked
across the road from the pub.

He said the roof light was illuminated and that he observed
the taxi for “at least three minutes”. He said nobody got into
. off who had paid him in coins. He said the man had told him

or out of the Ford Mondeo during that time.

A TAXI driver who was observed ‘standing for hire’ outside :
i coins into a sorting machine when approached by Garda
i O'Mara.

a pub and nightclub in Limerick city centre will be sentenced
in the new year.

Thomas Burke, 68, who has an address in Ennis was
before Limerick District Court relating to an incident on April :
i patrol car pulled up in front of him.

13, 2019.

Garda Christopher O’Mara told Judge Marian O’Leary
he was on duty at Howley’s Quay shortly before midnight :
. the night.

when he encountered a taxi parked across the road from
the pub.

He said the roof light was illuminated and that he observed :
the taxi for “at least three minutes”. He said nobody got into
i NTA relating to the condition Mr Burke's meter was also
: adjourned.

or out of the Ford Mondeo during that time.
Garda O’'Mara said the location where Mr Burke was

i stopped was not a designated taxi rank and that he

approached the vehicle and spoke to him.
He told the court the defendant denied he was standing

for hire and that he had been contacted by phone by a

potential passenger. He also claimed he was unable to turn

‘| was satisfied he was standing for hire,” said Garda
O’Mara who later informed the National Transport Authority.
In his evidence Mr Burke, said he had dropped a person

to wait for a couple of minutes and that he was putting the
“| dropped a fella off, he said wait a minute and drive away
if ’'m not out,” he said adding he panicked when the garda

Mr Burke added that there is a problem with private cars
parking in taxi ranks and that he couldn’t get into a rank on

Judge O’Leary said she was satisfied the State had proven
its case and indicated she will impose penalty in February.
A separate prosecution which has been brought by the

Taxiseen.ie is a hailing app with “NO
Commission Fees.”

. drivers must facilitate credit card payments.

At present Taxiseen hailing app is for immediate hire
only. It operates on the basis of nearest driver gets the
job. No special drivers. It is hoped that many drivers
will avail of this opportunity and play an active role in
promoting this commission FREE app.
display like the one seen here costs only €25 euro.
Taxi drivers can advertise their business themselves.
Remember we are asked to promote other businesses.

their own earnings.

t is available to download free to all Cork City and :
surrounding areadrivers. All drivers who join must meet
all National Transport Authority regulations. All drivers :
must provide a copy of their licences and insurance. All

A rear window
they all play their part. Please give it a go what have you
i to lose, but all to gain “NO COMMISSION FEES” all
i earnings kept by yourself as it should be.!

This is a genuine opportunity to develop a commission :
FREE app for taxi drivers themselves who will keep all :

i It is envisaged that when successful a flat weekly
i charge of €3 euro would be required to keep the driver
i data updated and reply to any queries from customers
¢ and drivers, and to maintain the web site. This charge
: will also go to improve the services on the app.

Drivers can be assured Taxiseen will be a success if

DO NOT DELAY JOIN TODAY.
www.taxiseen.ie
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The Taxi Dash Cam Pro is a crucial tool for
ensuring safety on the road and guarding against
illegal activity.

&=\  TAXIDASH CAMPRO

e Driver Behavior Analysis ie Open input and output for
¢ Dual Channel Recording ¢ OBD CANBUS RS232

» ADAS Optional ie 3G WIFI

* GPS Tracking i+ Android 10S

¢ Engine Cut Off :e Locked SIM or TF Card

« SOS :  Design
e Live Video on Web APP

AVAILABLE FROM MECHANIC 24HR 0] 808 1443

nit 9, Bellevue Industrial Estate,

Tolka Valley Road, Dublin 11 www_med]aniCMhr_ie

~ i

UNIT 9, BELLEVUE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, TOLKA VALLEY ROAD

FREE 12 Month Breakdown Cover

with every Gold & Platinum car service
T&C APPLY
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NEW TOYOTA COROLLA
SALOON HYBRID -

In a car market in love with hatchbacks,
estates and SUV’s, the new Toyota Corolla
Saloon may seem like a brave move by

the Japanese car manufacturing giant.
However, the saloon edition of the ‘World’s
Best-Selling Car’ is a rational and well-
resolved proposition, which is capturing
the hearts of taxi drivers across Ireland.

Technical Spec

The new Corolla Saloon sits on the longer of the two Corolla :
wheelbases, so it does offer the same slightly larger rear cabin :
as the Touring Sports estate, and is sure to attract current Toyota :
i Toyota Touch™ 2 multimedia system, along with a comprehensive
i suite of safety features for ultimate driving confidence. Capable of
i sprinting from 0-100km/h in just 11.0-seconds, the Corolla Saloon
¢ Hybrid can reach a top speed of 180km/h, and can return a fuel

Avensis owners (following the end of its life-cycle in 2018), along with
conquest customers from rival brands too. While the Avensis was
never available with a hybrid powertrain, the new Corolla Saloon
comes exclusively with a self-charging, petrol-electric hybrid unit.

The Corolla Saloon Hybrid is available in a full compliment of trim
levels — Aura, Luna, Luna Sport, and Sol — with a 1.8-litre petrol- :
electric powertrain producing 122bhp and impressive torque foran
i The Corolla Saloon has excellent space in the front for two
i adults, while passengers in the rear are provided with good

instant rush of acceleration. All models in the Toyota Corolla Hybrid
family come with an electronically controlled Continuously Variable

Transmission (CVT) and it contributes greatly to the excellent fuel
i admirably well on a variety of road surfaces, with very little
¢ wind noise from around the door mirrors. At a steady motorway
speed, the car’s engine tone is hardly noticable at all, while

economy achievable across the range.

Stylish Good Looks

Blessed with style and substance, the new Corolla Saloon is a
handsome car in its own right. To differentiate the Corolla Saloon
from the equally stylish Hatchback, Toyota have provided the :
saloon with different bumpers, headlights, and tail-lights, while the
¢ Pricing for the new Toyota Corolla Saloon Hybrid starts at a very

cabin is pretty much identical to those of the hatchback and estate.

This translates into excellent fit and finish on the facia, with soft-
touch materials evident throughout the cabin. Build quality is of :
the usual high standard that we have come to expect from Toyota, :
while a big boot makes the Corolla Saloon a practical proposition
for families, and company car drivers alike. With a capacity of
¢ the drivetrain system have a 5-year/100,000km warranty for
i peace-of-mind motoring.

471-litres, the boot is large enough to fit a pair of large suitcases,
and some smaller bags too.

Car On Review

: My review car was a Corolla Saloon Hybrid in Luna Sport
i specification, and it looked terrific in Ultra Silver metallic paint.
: While all trim levels in the Corolla range come well equipped, key
i Luna Sport features include 17” bi-tone black machine-faced alloy
i wheels, rear privacy glass, piano black upper front grille, chrome
¢ insert on upper front grille, dusk sensor, rain sensor, remote door
locks, an underbody protection cover, drive mode selector, rear-

view camera, front ventilated disc, high-mounted stop lamp (LED),
LED rear brake lights, LED rear combination lamps, LED daytime
running lights, Toyota Touch™ 2 with ‘Go’ navigation system, and

consumption figure as low as 3.41/100km (up to 83mpg).

Driving Dynamics

head, elbow and legroom too. My review car performed

excellent driving dynamics ensure that the car remains
composed when faced with a twisty country road too.

Pricing

reasonable €26,920 (ex-delivery). While all Toyota vehicles are
built to exceptional standards, a 3-year/100,000km warranty
comes as standard. However, Hybrid vehicles have fewer
parts that require servicing, and those that do are inherently
durable to extend service intervals. Hybrid components within
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Is sitting behind the wheel all day taxi-ng on your back? It might be time to
get checked. The NCT isn’t the only test you need to carry out.

n axi drivers know all about having to watch out :
for sudden traffic hazards on a daily basis, but :

as workers who spend a huge amount of time :
behind the wheel, they also need to watch out
i for optimal health and wellbeing behind the wheel, there

for themselves, and their wellbeing.

When it comes to driving for a living, how you are
sitting, posture behind the wheel and the position of your
seat can have a huge impact on your musculoskeletal :
¢ with or slightly lower than your knees.

health down the line.

Their vehicle is essentially their office and as such,
it should be treated with the same health and safety :
¢ supported. There should be a more even pressure along

considerations.

Brian Crinion, director of Spectrum Optimise, a
company that offers a range of services to help promote
better workplace environments, says employers have a :
duty of care to ensure their staff are ergonomically safe;
whether those employees are in the office answering

i enough so you are sitting at a slight angle, ensuring
it comes to i
ergonomic assessments, but their health and wellbeing
is just as important as someone who is working in an
office environment,” says the chartered physiotherapist
i and downwards for easy reach. In terms of height, your

calls, or out on the road.
“Drivers are often neglected when

and ergonomics expert.

He added: “Sitting in the wrong position can be taxing
on a person mentally as well as physically. This is quite :
. your elbows, and the wheel should be a minimum of 10"

dangerous for those who drive for long periods of time,

as driver fatigue is one of the top causes of vehicle
collisions. It is therefore prudent that employers offer :
staff an ergonomic assessment carried out to ensure that :
drivers have their seats adjusted correctly for their unique
i journeys. Ensure that your head is in a neutral position and
Brian and his team at Spectrum Optimise have carried

characteristics, posture, work practices and needs.”
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out over 8,000 evaluations for companies such as The
Happy Pear, Collingwood Health, Allianz, and Pitney
Bowes.

While Brian recommends an ergonomics assessment

are a few checks employees can do themselves to
ensure they are sitting safely in the driver’s seat.
Raise the seat: Adjust the seat so your hips are in line

Get support: Adjust the cushioned part you sit on
(either pump it up or down), so that your thighs are fully

the thighs with a 2-4 finger breadth distance between the
seat and the backs of the knees.

Don’'t recline: The back of the seat should provide
continuous support along the length of your back, so
avoid reclining the seat too far. Roll the seat back just

that your shoulders are behind your hips and not in line
with them or ahead of them. The ideal angle is 104°, but
overall is should feel comfortable!

Check the wheel: Adjust the steering wheel rearwards

chin should be in line with the top of the wheel. When
reaching for the wheel, ensure there is a slight bend in

inches away from the driver’s breastbone.

Relax the upper body: Place hands at a 9 and 3 o’clock
position, this will allow your shoulders to relax and take
pressure off your neck, especially important for long

you can see all your mirrors without straining your neck.



A man who racially abused and
attacked a taxi driver has received a
fully suspended sentence.

attacking the man and demanded that he get

circulate on social media and news websites.

Mason of The Close, Robswall, Malahide, Dublin pleaded :
guilty at Dublin Circuit Criminal Court to assault causing
said that Mr Johnson does not wish to accept that money
¢ and has issued civil proceedings in the High Court against

harm at Malahide Road, Donnycarney, on April 21, last.
Detective Garda Andrew Fox told Dara Hayes BL,

prosecuting, that Samuel Banjoko Johnson was originally
from Nigeria and was a chartered accountant by trade. Mr :
i online as a result of the video. She said this was “a very
: modern case”.

Det Gda Fox said that on the date in question, Mr Johnson
picked up the accused man on Baggot Street who asked to :

Johnson became a full time taxi driver as a result of the
recession.

be driven to his home in Malahide.
Mason was shouting from the start of the journey, leading
Mr Johnson to pull over and ask him to leave the car. Mason

apologised, shook Mr Johnson’s hand and the journey
i himself to gardai, making full admissions, his apology and

When the car had reached the Malahide Road, the :
accused asked Mr Johnson what his favourite position was.
. as he becomes bad tempered.

continued.

Mr Johnson said he did not understand the question.

“Do you know your position, you are a ni**er,” said Mason.
¢ imprisonment, which he suspended on condition that

Mason took off his seat belt and jumped on the wheel,

causing the car to turn to the left side of the road. He began
to punch Mr Johnson, catching him a couple of times in the
¢ six months.

face.

Footage taken from the taxi’s dash cam was played before
the court. During the attack, Mason can be heard saying :
i accept it, the garda should forward the money to a charity
¢ of his choice.

“drive me home you fucking ni**er cunt” and claiming to be
a garda while demanding Mr Johnson get out of the car.

i

File photograph of Clive Mason (42), of The Close, Robswall,
: Malahide. Photograph: Collins Courts

Mason got out of the car and Mr Johnson locked all of

i the doors. Mason walked around to the driver’s door and
attempted to open it, kicking the door when he failed to
i do so. Det Gda Fox said that footage of the assault began
i to circulate on social media and news websites. Mason
i presented himself to a garda station the following weekend.

In interview with gardai, Mason said he was very drunk

at the time and claimed this was not who he really was.
i Mason said the video was disgraceful and said he had no
i explanation for punching Mr Johnson in the head.
live Mason (43) claimed to be a garda while :
i convictions for speeding, disorderly conduct and intoxication
out of the car. Mason presented himself to
gardai after footage of the assault began to
i ‘A very modern case’

Mason has three previous convictions, including

in a public place. He has two children.

Det Gda Fox agreed with Rebecca Smith BL, defending,
that her client had €5,000 in court with him for the victim. He

Mason.
Ms Smith said her client had been subjected to abuse

Judge Martin Nolan replied that while there being a video
is modern, “attacking and being racist is as old as the hills”.
Judge Nolan said that Mr Johnson was racially abused

and subjected to “a racial attack”. He said it was a “dreadful
: assault” and told Mason that he had disgraced himself.

He said the case was mitigated by Mason surrendering

his taking steps to reform and rehabilitate himself. He said it
seemed Mason should not drink and when he is intoxicated
Judge Nolan sentenced Mason to 20 months

Mason keep the peace and be of good behaviour for 20
months and follow all directions of the Probation Service for

He ordered that the €5,000 be handed over to the
investigating garda and that if Mr Johnson does not wish to
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taxifair

I’'m delighted to see the taxi insurance
space is in the best health it has been for
several years.

competition than we have for a long time.

to the incumbent insurers in the taxi market.

competition was gone.

As well as a choice of insurers, recently we also have seen :
real product innovation including products being based around :
technology that monitors driver behaviour. It will be interesting to :
see how such a product plays out in the heavily regulated taxi :
market, which consists of predominantly full-time taxi drivers,
rather than the ‘gig economy’ workers more typically found in :
other territories. Will consumers adopt these products despite
some of the cover differences? How will the technology and driver

behaviour affect the future pricing on these products?

I'll say it again, competition in the market is fantastic for everyone

and it’s brilliant we are now asking these questions.

product from consumers.

understand the nation better than any other insurance market.

taxi insurance, means we’re a very strong team.

But, at TaxiFair we feel our role as a broker is to provide products
from more than 1 insurer. Our view is that if we only have 1 insurer
partner, it is difficult to balance the needs of your business and
those of your customers. For example, if we only had 1 insurer :
partner would we really push hard to get the best price for our
customers? Or, would we not push the insurers too hard on
price, because if we upset the insurer, we have no other product :
to offer our customers? It could be a delicate balance if we were
in that position, which is why we've always worked with multiple :
partners. We demand the best quotations from insurers and let :

them compete for your business.
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To that end, our second key insurer partner is Liberty Insurance.

And, to be clear, they are second here only in alphabetical order.
i Liberty have been our leading partner in taxi for the past 3 years and
i we've seen fantastic growth during that time. We have an exclusive
i acceptance criteria with Liberty and extremely competitive rates —
¢ this means some policies Liberty won'’t quote directly or via other
© brokers, they will quote those same policies via TaxiFair. This is all
¢ in recognition of our expertise in the taxi space.

Whilst Liberty became the latest in a list of many insurers to exit

i the Irish Leisure Insurance market very recently, they reaffirmed
¢ their commitment to the taxi market at the same time. Liberty have
i clear growth plans for taxi in 2020 and we are delighted to be
i working in partnership with them.

So, generally all is very positive currently and we are delighted

to be at the heart of this fast moving and evolving sector. However,
i we wouldn’t be doing our job if we didn’t touch on the issue of
i ‘Ghost Broking’ or the sale of insurance by unregulated parties.

Ghost brokers are deemed by the Central Bank of Ireland to

. be ‘professional fraudsters selling forged or invalid discounted
hilst premiums may not be as low as they
were 5 years ago, | feel the outlook is :
more positive because we are seeing more :

insurance policies to unsuspecting consumers’. We saw one
recent example of this happening where a consumer was duped
by an unknown website, paying them over €3,000 for an alleged

: taxi policy that proved to be useless — not even passing a taxi
More competition is good for everyone and
its particularly good now that there are several ‘A rated competitors :

suitability test, let alone pay a potential claim (the insurer in question
didn’t even provide taxi cover at all and had been provided with

i completely inaccurate information).

You only have to look at the example of KennCo Underwriting :
to see why having more than 1 competitor is good news for :
consumers. KennCo Underwriting came into the taxi space with
aggressive pricing and this did initially lead to the existing insurers
reducing their prices, too. However, once KennCo Underwriting :
withdrew from the market, the existing insurers simply increased
their prices back to the previous levels (almost overnight), as the

The sale of insurance policies by unregulated parties is also
on the rise in the taxi space. What do we mean by unregulated
parties? Effectively, anyone who is selling insurance but is not
under supervision of the Central Bank of Ireland. Why is this
important? The Central Bank of Ireland impose strict regulations
on insurance brokers and intermediaries, such as TaxiFair, in order
to protect consumers. Briefly these include requirements such as:

* Staff being qualified within the insurance industry to high
standards (meaning you always get advice from trained and
qualified insurance professionals)

* Transparency on pricing including a clear declaration of all fees
and charges

* Having professional indemnity/negligence insurance (meaning
if we don’t send an e-mail to put you on cover and you have a
claim, our professional indemnity cover pays for your claim, so
you are not adversely affected)

* We must provide any refunds due within set timeframes

* We must hold all client funds in a separate client bank account,

From our perspective at TaxiFair, the close of 2019 saw the :
|latest exciting development in bringing a new competitor to the taxi :
market — FBD Insurance. We are extremely proud to be working :
with FBD Insurance as the exclusive provider of their products in
the taxi space and we are already seeing a fantastic reaction to the :

keeping your funds secure
® Clear rules on product sales; we must sell these clearly to
consumers and not misrepresent them

The list goes on and we could be here a while... but you get the

i idea. Whether you buy your insurance directly from an insurance
FBD Insurance, in our opinion, are ‘the’ Irish insurer and :

company or via a broker/intermediary, make sure you buy it from

: a qualified professional that is regulated by the Central Bank
For that reason, we feel it is a perfect partnership. There are no :
unexpected surprises in store for FBD (sadly they are already well :
accustomed to the current claims culture) having been established
in Ireland for over 50 years. This, combined with our sole focus on

of Ireland. Otherwise, a cheap deal could work out to be very
expensive in the long run. There are helpful guides online within
the Central Bank website, which enable you to check whether a
company is regulated.

For any information or assistance on your taxi insurance (or any
topic in this article) feel free to give us a call on 01 485 1996. Our
offices are in Dublin and Cork, but make no mistake, we operate
nationwide. So, whether you are driving a taxi in Dublin or applying
for a new local area hackney license in Louisburgh, Mayo, we can
help. Our team do nothing but deal with taxi insurance at TaxiFair,
meaning we always have our finger on the pulse with what is
happening in the market.

Finally, we understand driving a taxi is your business and
livelihood — this isn’t just another motor insurance policy — so you
will always find us willing to help and offer the best possible advice

¢ to meet your individual circumstances.
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At TaxiFair Insurance, Taxi means...

SPECIALISTS

Taxi insurance is all that we do.
Our sole focus on Taxi insurance means we understand the market better than anyone else.

EMPATHY

We understand you must buy insurance in order to work.
Our job is to make that process as painless as possible.

SERVICE

As your role is to serve the public, our role is to serve you.

TAXIFAIR CORK
48 Maylor Street, Cork | T: 021 203 8220

TAXIFAIR DUBLIN
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* Free tyre check

* Free wheel balancing when
you purchase best lane tyres

* Free disposal of your old tyres

* Fast puncture repair service

=N 6 DAYS A WEEK

BESTLANE TYRES' Unit 33, Slaney Rd, Dublin Industrial Estate; Dublin 11

TEL:089221 7009 EMAIL: bestlanetyres@gmail.com




LYNK TAXIS LAUNCHES
NEW ONLINE COURSE
TO TRAIN NEXT
GENERATION OF
DUBLIN TAXI DRIVERS

Lynk Taxi Training Course boasts a
89% success rate for drivers sitting
the Small Public Service Vehicle test

ynk, Dublin’s taxi booking app, has launched a
free online training course for people wishing to
: week, coming from all walks of life, who are looking for a

become taxi drivers. The course is an invaluable

help for drivers and acts as a step by step guide
¢ that allows them to set their own hours and spend more

to getting your taxi license. The comprehensive

online tool features study material and mini tests on driver :
and vehicle licensing, general taxi regulations, navigating :
routes and landmarks across Dublin and running a taxi :
© with everything you need to get started as a taxi driver —

business.

The new tool, which has been in on trial since October
i confident of having enough work.”

2019, has already attracted 1,800 users, and so far has an

89% success rate for drivers who have undertaken their taxi
i drivers in Dublin and carried over 5.5 million passengers

(SPSV) test.

The online course allows drivers to move at their own pace :
and comes with dedicated support and advice on issues '
such as insurance, to help newly-qualified taxi drivers get :
i for the Irish market, Lynk provides a quality, reliable and
. efficient service. Lynk is based in Newmarket, Dublin and

on the road. Drivers can measure their progress through
the course and will be able to identify when their ready to

book the real test. There is also an online chat function for :

additional help, feedback and study tips.

To support the online course, Lynk has a large taxirental :
division so drivers can rent a fully licensed and insured
taxi. This rental division allows drivers to build up their :
profile, find their feet and help prepare them for setting up
their own business with their own taxi, if that’s what they

would like to do.

Noel Ebbs, CEO of Lynk, said: “There’s currently strong
interest in becoming a taxi driver because it offers great :
flexibility and respectable earnings for anyone supporting a
young family or paying high rent in Dublin. The free course
makes it easier than ever before to learn everything you

DRIVER TESTIMONIAL:
LYNK TAXI DRIVER, GARY SAID

“Within a couple of months | successful passed
my test and got into a taxi using the online
course. Sitting another test wasn’t something |
was expecting to do at 42 years old, but the Lynk
training team made it easy. Now, | enjoy working
to my own schedule and having the free time to
spend with my family. It’s also great to be able to
head away or take holidays whenever I like”

need to know to be a successful taxi driver.
“We have many users who are actively learning each

new opportunity. Many are looking for a change of career
time with family, while others are attracted to the idea of
being self-employed and flexible in how they work. The
big benefit of training with Lynk is that we can provide you
and once you have your qualification you can always be

Lynk currently has a fleet of 1,500 full-time, professional
last year. Lynk was launched in February 2015 by founder

and CEO Noel Ebbs, a taxi tech entrepreneur with over 20
years’ experience in taxi technology. Developed specifically

provides 75 Irish jobs.

To register with the Lynk Training Portal, please
visit: https://training.lynk.ie

For more information see: www.lynk.ie

Follow us on Twitter @LynkTaxis and on
Facebook @LynkTaxi
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In the first phase, 2,000 drivers will
be offered free customised training
in partnership with innovative social
enterprise

communication difficulties.
Created by Belfast-based social enterprise NOW

i help people with autism, brain injury or related speech
¢ impediments to ask discreetly for a minute of patience
i when carrying out everyday activities that others take for
. granted.

Driver Ambassadors using the FREE NOW app will get

free, customised training in partnership with NOW Group
REE NOW taxis are to become JAM Card :
(‘Just a Minute’) friendly as part of a new :
partnership that will support the service :
provided to passengers with learning and :

to help them support JAM Card passengers and to take
account of the hidden disabilities that affect many taxi
users across lreland.

Leeann Kelly, Business Development Manager at NOW

Group, said: “Mobility and freedom of movement are vital
i aspects of every-day life for all people, regardless of ability
Group, the JAM Card and app has been developed to

or capacity. We are extremely pleased to have FREE
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NOW Driver Ambassadors join the growing JAM Card
Community. For those with a learning difficulty, autism or
any communication barrier, the JAM Card allows users '
to relay to others that they may need a little extra time
in a simple, effective non-verbal manner. FREE NOW
is leading the way in the private hire industry in terms :
of providing training to its staff to meet the diverse and :

varied needs of Ireland’s population.”

Fiona Brady, Head of Operations at FREE NOW said:
“Our aim is to make mobility as simple and hassle-free
as possible for everyone and we believe supporting JAM
Card friendly training for drivers using the FREE NOW
app, will improve the service experience for thousands

of our customers.

“The JAM Card is a very powerful initiative that helps
thousands of people across the country and we are :
delighted to support it. We want to provide drivers with
the tools to cater for the diverse service needs of all of :
. to deliver the best JAM Card friendly service possible.

our passengers in Ireland, so we are delighted to partner

with the NOW Group on what is an extremely innovative,
i have been issued across the UK and Ireland. In 2017

worthwhile initiative.”

FREE NOW is the first Irish taxi operator to recognise
the JAM Card initiative and is working hard to help :
i service providers. In November 2018, NOW Group won
i the ‘UK: Tech for Good Award’ for the JAM Card App.

taxi drivers cater for all passengers by offering training
to those using the app. This development follows its

recently announced free Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle
training programme, which has seen over 300 drivers :
i designated TFI transport hubs.
i request one directly from NOW Group by visiting the

The NOW Group is working with FREE NOW to deliver
a training package based on an e-learning platform and :

already complete the training to improve service levels
to passengers that are wheelchair users.

face-to-face interaction with drivers to support them
Since being established in 2011, over 35,000 JAM Cards
NOW Group designed a JAM Card app which lets users

rate the customer service they receive from participating

JAM Cards are available from the FREE NOW driver
office on 11 Mount Street Upper, Dublin 2, or from
The public can also

JAM Card website and filling out the request form. There
is also a JAM Card app available for Android and iOS.
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Tommy Barton has criticised the Minister for Transport, Shane Ross along
with the National Transport Authority (NTA) over their failure to introduce
legislation to ban rickshaws from the roads.

n here was a strategic committee set up by Dublin
City Council in relation to rickshaws. They said

there was a loophole there in relation to the law :
and that we needed to get on to the National
Transport Authority. The NTAthen said thatthey :
needed to go and discuss it with the Minister [for Transport]. :
This is not going on a week or two, this is going on years. :
[Transport] Minister Shane Ross was making excuses and
putting it off because of Brexit. | have highlighted the issue
of the rickshaws with three separate Ministers before Shane
Ross, so there is no excuse because the work that | was
doing was already ready to be implemented if they really :
wanted to make a full-hearted attempt for the sake of the
working taxi driver. It still hasn’t been addressed and it’s still :
a majority of non nationals with student visas selling drugs. :
Shane Ross himself has proven how dangerous they are :
and still hasn’'t implemented anything. He was on the radio :
himself discussing how dangerous they are because he
took one himself and at the same time, the concerns that he
said he wanted to address he hasn’t done anything about,” :
¢ request for comment.

he said.

A spokesperson from the Department of Transport
responded saying:

“Following a public consultation in 2017 on the regulation
of rickshaws, the Cabinet gave approval in late 2018 for
publication of a General Scheme Bill to amend the Taxi
Regulation Act 2013 so as to provide for the regulation
of rickshaws. Following the passage of important Brexit-
related legislation in early 2019, work began in earnest on
the Bill.”

The spokesperson went on to say that rather than ban
rickshaws, it is proposed that the Bill would provide for a
new regulatory regime for rickshaws to improve public
safety and enhance the experience of passengers.

“If enacted, the Bill would ensure that drivers of
rickshaws would, like taxi drivers, be obliged to apply
for licences which would include vetting by An Garda
Siochana. Rickshaws themselves would also be licensed
only if they meet safety standards and are insured. The
future progress of these proposals will, of course, depend
on the legislative programme and priorities of the new
Government,” they said.

Barton went on to say that he believes the NTA should be
pushing the Minister to ban the use of rickshaws.

40 Tacsai February / March 2020

“The gardai don't want them on the street, the public
don’'t want them on the street, they are unsafe, they are
dangerous, and they create nothing but havoc. The NTA
don’t seem to want to address or push the issue, but at the
same time, they still want to make sure that you have your
fire extinguisher before you get your tax clearance cert,” he
said.

He went on to criticise the NTA over the current system
whereby a taxi driver has to go to one place for the NCT
another for a taxi licence etc. He said that a one-stop-shop
at which a driver could get everything done would be far
more preferable.

Barton also had a number of questions for the NTA about
their compliance officers.

“The NTA only has 13 compliance officers. In the last four
or five years, how many have been deployed considering
that there are 26, 000 taxis in Ireland, where are they based
and with a three on and three off shift system how is the
work carried out?” he asked.

At the time of print, the NTA had not responded to a

DIKJORCE

BY CONSENT

Have you been separated for at least 2 years
and agree on all matters in relation to divorce?
We will draft and process your divorce

documents for Court.

Personal, professional and confidential service from as
litthe as €700 per couple. - Separation agreements fixed
fee €600 per couple.

WE ALSO DRAFT PENSION ADJUSTMENT ORDERS

MOBILE: 086 1211 820

www.divorcebyconsent.ie

Email: damienmara@eircom.net
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into our driver office in Cork or
Dublin or visit the link below
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An innocent taxi driver was lucky to escape with his life after being caught
in the crossfire of the deadly Drogheda feud.

ged in his late 30s, the victim was shot twice :

in the back while sitting in his vehicle on the

Bridge of Peace shortly after 6pm yesterday.

The taxi man was not the intended target :

and gardai believe he had the “grave :

misfortune” of taking a fare from an under- threat hitman just

moments earlier.

That volatile criminal is a leading member of the so-called
anti-Maguire faction and has been linked to a number of gun

attacks, including an attempted murder last February.

The 24-year-old has been a prime target for the mob led

by Owen Maguire.

The ggngland target, on ball_for_a number of gffences, John is lucky to be alive after being blasted twice
was on his way to the garda station in the town to signon as :
part of his bail conditions when the gunman struck last night.

The shooting took place during rush-hour traffic when a

dark coloured car pulled up alongside the taxi and shots were followed by a black VW Golf.

were fired though the window, hitting the driver.

The target’s girlfriend was with him in the taxi and both
made their way to the garda station for safety following the

incident.

Wounds

“This taxi driver is completely innocent, he simply took a fare
off an under threat individual and unfortunately he has now
. scene failed to yield any evidence of bullet casings.

suffered serious gunshot wounds,” a senior source said.

The scene on George Street at the Bridge of Peace was

sealed-off to facilitate a garda technical examination.

In the aftermath of the shooting, gardai were searching
for a vehicle believed to have been used in the attack. It's
thought this car was found burnt out near the town a short :

time later.

“The driver of the taxi, a man understood to be in his late
30s injured in the shooting, has been removed by ambulance :
to Our Lady of Lourdes Hospital. His injuries are not thought

to be life-threatening,” a garda spokesman said.

Gardai had received intelligence of a planned outbreak of
violence being directed by the Maguire faction against their :
rivals, which led to detectives carrying out additional patrols. :
A 20-year-old criminal linked to the anti-Maguire gang was :
the target of an apparent hit attempt after claiming he was
¢ recovering from his injuries. The following April, his brother

shot at near his home.

He is a close associate of the target of the gun attack
which injured the taxi driver and both are currently facing

charges for the same offence.

Gardai are investigating a report that the 20-year-old left
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his home with another associate in a VW Passat but they

A short time later in the Moneymore area, the Passat was
rammed by the other vehicle which caused the car to spin
around, hit a kerb and crash.

It is then alleged two men wearing balaclavas got out of

the Golf and one of them fired a number of shots with a
i handgun at the 20-year-old, who fled the scene uninjured

with his associate.
Gardai were quickly alerted but an examination of the

There have been no arrests and no one was injured.

Ahead of the shooting which injured the taxi driver,
sources revealed Maguire’s faction had “upped the ante” in
recent days. This led to a number of surveillance operations
taking place as tensions threaten to spiral out of control.

Murders
There have been a number of murders and attempted
killings linked to the Drogheda feud.

Last August Keith Branigan (29), a member of the crime
group feuding with associates of Owen Maguire (35), was
shot dead outside a caravan park in Clogherhead.

In July 2018 mobster Maguire was shot and seriously
injured in the first major incident of the feud. He was lucky
to survive and spent the following 10 months in hospital

Brendan Maguire survived an attempt on his life at the M1
retail park in Drogheda.

The target in this recent shooting is the chief suspect in
the attempted hit on Brendan Maguire.



Experts inspecting the scene of the cabbie shooting in Drogheda Credit: Ciara Wilkinson

He is also an associate of murdered Branigan and within :

hours of that kiling had approached a number of rival
criminals and “was making all sorts of threats”.

Sources say he has been “driving a lot of the hatred” in the
feud and is suspected of being the man recorded goading

call.

In the video recorded and shared on social media.
Maguire, confined to a wheelchair, is ridiculed about being
left paralysed with the rival mobster goading him: “Do you
want to go for a walk and sort this out.”

Alocal grandmother said “It’s like this town is getting worse
by the day. People are scared to leave their own homes.

“I hate to say it but | can’t see an end to all this violence.”

loud bangs when walking through the town.
“Its like everyone who lives here is constantly on high
alert,” she said.

Reward Offered for Information about Driver Attack

by a passenger.

The assault is alleged to have taken place in the early
hours this morning near Glebe Gardens, Strabane.

At approximately 1.15am the cabbie picked up a male
passenger in the Abercorn Square area of Strabane and

driver and caused damage to his vehicle.
The injured man attended hospital for treatment to
multiple head injuries.

An 18-year-old man was arrested by police investigating

i the attack. Detectives are appealing to anyone who
i witnessed this assault or anyone who has information
i that could assist with enquiries, to contact detectives at
Strabane on the non-emergency number 101, quoting
and abusing Owen Maguire last year in a recorded phone

reference 89 13/01/20.
Alternatively, information can also be provided to the

independent charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111,
i which is 100% anonymous and gives people the power
to speak up and stop crime.

The cabbie’s operator, Streetcars, who posted photos

. of the injuries said: “The nature of attacks such as this
i and others have no place in our society. We work in a
¢ difficult industry at the best of times, and the financial
Another woman described how she heard a number of :

gain is petty in return.”
Patrick McLaughlin from Streetcars added: “Attacks

: such as this are no different to attacks on medical staff
i or emergency service providers. We work alone and
i too many times we are exposed to certain threats that
i remain between the driver and the fare.

A Taxi Driver was hospitalised following a brutal attack :

“I personally have decided to put up a cash reward to

. anyone with information on this brutal attack. Although
this happened at 1.15 am, it took place in a built up area
i and I'm certain it was witnessed by someone in the park
i concerned. Any information submitted to me will be
: treated with anonymity.

took him to Glebe Gardens, where he attacked the taxi :

“I wish to offer our driver a swift recovery and to relay to

him that the thoughts of everyone in our firm, and indeed
i most people in our town are with him and his family at
i this difficult time.”
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Things move fast in the Irish taxi industry, with ride-hailing apps like
Free Now and Uber, disrupting the way things used to work. If you’re not
adapting, you get left behind.

pert Taxis has certainly been adapting —
i Xpert Taxis owning 49% and National Radio Cabs
i owning 51% in the company. It has grown the fleet size
: to 700 cars.

launching back in 2005. Tech won’'tdoiton

chief executive of Xpert Taxis, Vincent
Kearns maintained the company has made
huge investments in technology since first
its own though and for the company to continue to grow
Dublin’s oldest taxi companies.
in September after both companies had fully agreed on
a deal, National Radio Cabs moved into Xpert's office.
branding, which is called NXT — and pronounced “next”.
Daily calendars can be spotted on desks upstairs with the
new business cards line a desk.
new branding, a gradual branding of our cars and driver
uniforms,” he explained.
The Dubliner said he reckons it will take another six

months for NXT to be working seamlessly. He’s not too

two have merged, as both have a loyal customer base
who continue to call for cabs every day of the week.

likes of the HSE.
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Under the deal, Kearns remains chief executive, with

For Kearns, the merger was an organic one. He

i explained that over the past five years, he had begun to
it decided to merge with National Radio Cabs, one of :

acquire the smaller taxi companies around Dublin that

weren't able to keep up with the changes in the industry.
Kearns the told Fora magazine that the merger has !
been in the works for the past two-and-a-half years. Back

“We acquired the likes of A to Z taxis in Walkinstown,
Local Cabs in Dundrum, Near Cabs in Drumcondra,

Finglas Cabs, Ashbourne Cabs and Terenure Taxis,” he
i explained.
The office was filled with some of the new company :

“In Dublin, we cover north, south, east and west Dublin

. and we have expanded that to include Kildare, Wicklow,
Meath, so by acquiring these companies we are getting
navy and blue logos — featuring the letters surrounded by :
a hot air balloon — and in the entrance hall downstairs

local drivers who are familiar with the areas,” he said.
In the past five years, he estimated the number of taxi

companies has been reduced by 60%.This is predominantly
“Now we are in the process of a gradual roll-out of our

because they haven't had the funds to adapt to new

i technologies and change as the taxi apps have come along.

Kearns got a taster for how the company could grow

through acquisitions but decided it was time for a bigger
¢ deal.
fussed on getting the message out to the public that the

“I was thinking about what'’s the next best thing | could do

for growth. It's about looking at cost and efficiencies so it
i seemed natural to move towards a merger,” he said.

Xpert carved a market out for itself among corporates and :
holds accounts with Intel, Three, Vodafone, large banks and :
legal firms while National Radio Cabs had accounts with the :

Going forward, Kearns said the company is looking to
launch a fleet of hydrogen cars.
“We will be the first taxi company in Ireland to have a fleet

. of hydrogen cars by hopefully 2022,” he explained.



Talk To Us

Drop into your local AXA branch
Call 1890 24 7 365 or go to axa.ie

Calls may be recorded. AXA Insurance dac is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland.
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Harbour Radiators ™

No.8 Bond Street, Dublin 8 (behind Guinness Brewery).

Stocking Ireland’s largest
range of Radiators:
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15” and 16” hub caps available from €20
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D CALL US OR VIST OUR
WEBSITE FOR ALL OUR
LATEST OFFERS

*We promise the best value and highest gquality taxi conversions and cars.

*Our aim is to supply new taxis at affordable and unrivalled low prices but without compromise
on quality as all our conversions come with Full Type Approval.

*Finance Available at excellent rates just call for fast approval.

Our new cars all have low Co2 & Nox emissions so that we all do our part for a greener future.

The Benefits of buying a new DMmobility taxi

+ lIrish cars with full Irish warranty of 100,000kms with AA roadside assistance.

* lIrish built conversion (Promoting local employment).

= HNew car giving you reliabllity and peace of mind knowing your car won't let you down.

* No nasty unexpected repair bills or off the road time costing you money and inconvenience.
= 3 years conversion warranty from DM Mobility covers all wheelchair conversion.

* Maximum grant of €7,500 available once you have been approved

201 Peugeot Rifter L2 Active From €26,500 in stock now!

Active 1.5 Hdi 100bhp manual @ only €34,000 Fully Converted that’s only
€26,450 with the wheelchair taxi grant!

Active specification: Driver armrest* Cruise control® Bluetooth® i-cockpit radio®

Mote: Price includes full wheelchair lowered floor conversion, taxi fold flat ramp, all
wheelchair restraints and Engineer reports.

2 X third row tip and turn seats available at €2000 extra.

8 Speed Automatic 130bhp option available for €3440 extra.

201 Peugoet Rifter Allure L2 from €28.,500 in stock now!

New Peugeot Rifter L2 Active 1.5 Hdi 100bhp manual @ only €36,000
Fully Converted that's only €28,500 with the wheelchair taxi grant!

Allure specification: *16" Alloy Wheels® Cruise Control* Blue-Tooth® Large
centre console® Electric Hand-brake” Visibility Pack® Peugeot i-cockpit
touchscreen radio* Body colour coded*

New & used taxis available or we can convert your car!

Or we supply conversion only if you like to source your car locally!
Volkswagen Caddy Maxi Life Conversion only €8500 incl Vat

Ford Tourneo Connect Conversion only €8500 incl Vat

Peugeot Rifter L2 Conversion only €8500 incl Vat

Pre-owned: Selection available from 2015-2018 available from €18,000 with all
reports and Taxi Nct tested

T Seats =

Web: www.DMmobility. ie
Call Donal or David on 087 8400403/087 3994500

09064 81050 Unit 1 Moate Business Park, Clara RD, Moate, Westmeath




TOP STORIES FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

CANADA

being stabbed during a possible fare dispute recently.

of a stabbing.

A spokesperson for Toronto Paramedics told Global :
News the victim was taken to a local hospital in serious, but :
. Indian girl by returning her lost wallet that had her UK
. student visa just three days before she was to return

Toronto police said the stabbing may have followed an :
argument over a fare, but a spokesperson said officers were :
. lost the wallet in Modassar Khadim’s cab on January 4, the

It was reported the suspect took off into a mall at the :
intersection and that they were still outstanding as of the :

non-life-threatening condition.

still probing the circumstances leading up to the stabbing.

time of writing.

UK

A woman has died after being hit by a taxi in Leicester. :
The crash happened at4.10am 11th January, in Coleman :
: car and decided to join them. They immediately left the taxi

The woman was hit by a Vauxhall Vivaro minibus, which :
was initially described by emergency services as a van. She :
suffered severe injuries and was taken to hospital, where :
: licence, health insurance card, credit card and more than

A 62-year-old man has been arrested and interviewed on :
suspicion of causing death by dangerous driving. He’s now :

Road, Evington.

she later died.
been released under investigation.
Police are asking for anyone who saw what happened to

of the collision at the time and left just prior to the collision.

occurred just before the collision.
“The taxi involved in the collision with the woman has
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you saw it prior to the collision, we’d be interested to hear
Toronto police say a taxi driver has serious injuries after :

from you. If you were travelling in the area at the time and

. have dash cam, please let us know as you may have vital

Emergency crews were called to the area of Yonge Street :
and York Mills Road, just outside York Mills subway station :
and York Mills GO station, at around 9:20 p.m. with reports :

information which would be of help to our investigation.”
— Detective Constable Charlotte Wright, Leicestershire
Police.

DUBAI
A Pakistani taxi driver in Dubai turned a saviour for an

after a winter break, a media report said.
Raechel Rose, who flew to Manchester on January 8, had

Gulf News said in the report on Sunday.
The corporate law student at Lancaster University was

on her way to attend a friend’s birthday when the incident
: took place.

“She had gotinto his taxi with another friend near Burjuman
around 7.30 pm on January 4,” her mother, Sindhu Biju, told
Gulf News.“Just then, they saw their other friends in another

and Rose didn’t realise she had left her wallet behind.”
Apart from her UK residence permit card, the wallet
contained her Emirates ID, United Arab Emirates driving

1,000 dirhams.
Meanwhile, Khadim had finished two other trips. It was

¢ when after the second trip that he noticed the wallet as the

. first passenger had sat in the front seat.

contact them, in particular a vehicle that was in the vicinity :

. opened it to check if there was any contact number. | could
Detective Constable Charlotte Wright said the driver :

of that vehicle might have vital information about what :

“Since the family, who came next, said it was not theirs, |

only see all the cards and the cash,” he told Gulf News.
With the help of the Roads and Transport Authority, who

helped verify the details that matched Khadim’s complaint
¢ which he had lodged earlier, he finally dropped off the wallet
been recovered and investigations will be carried out, but if :

at Rose’s residence. IANS



PHUKET

Father and son taxi drivers operating at the entrance :
to Freedom Beach, south of Patong, have been :
charged with attempted murder — and released on bail :
: taxi” delivering passengers to the entrance of the beach.

— after running down a competing taxi driver after they

allegedly attempted to shoot the man dead. The gun :
¢ in a black Toyota Fortuner.

apparently failed to fire.

Lt Col Chompoonuch Anantayakul of the Patong Police :
confirmed that Natchaphon “Tong” Plodmanee and his :
father Jarat “Dae” Plodmanee were charged with attempted :
: and ran him down, leaving him in a heap in the middle of
: the dirt road before speeding off, Mr Prajop explained.

murder earlier this week.
“Jarat and Natchaphon reported themselves at Patong

Police Station and were charged with attempted murder. :
: was behind the wheel when he and his father Jarat arrived
Jan 7 [last Tuesday],” Lt Col Chompoonuch told The Phuket :

Both denied the charges and they were released on bail on

News.
The charges follow a dispute between taxi drivers just

before 3pm last Sunday (Jan 5) at two different taxi queues :
: Natchaphon tried to shoot him, but the gun failed to fire.

operating near the entrance to the private road that leads
to the beach.

One of the queues is beside the entrance, the other is

down the road in front of a local bar.
Prajop “Nuan” Chankaew — who described himself as a
“witness at the scene” and not as a taxi driver at one of the two

queues — told police that the drivers at the two taxi queues had :
: had improved and that he had been discharged from hospital

agreed to allow only three taxis to wait at each queue.

However, a “black taxi” — a regular passenger car registered :
: protection for him.\

for private use being used illegally as a taxi — had turned up

and was parked at the front of the queue near the entrance :
¢ finished. | am working on this case,” Lt Col Chompoonuch said.

to the beach.

Mr Prajop said he walked up to the drivers at the beach
entrance and asked them to not allow the “black taxi” to pick
up passengers.

He said the drivers agreed, but later he saw the “black

Soon after, two taxi drivers Natchaphon and Jarat arrived

A fight broke out and taxi driver Suwan Chaowadee, 47,
fled the scene of the fight, Mr Prajop said.

Natchaphon and Jarat followed Suwan in the Fortuner

Mr Suwan in his report to police said that Natchaphon

in the Fortuner.
Jarat pulled Suwan’s shirt collar and shouted at his son to

shoot him, Mr Suwan alleged.

Mr Suwan said he pushed Jarat away to escape while

Jarat took the gun from his son and tried to shoot Mr
Suwan, but the gun still failed to work, Mr Suwan said.
Mr Suwan said that he ran and made it about 300 metres

before he was run down by the Fortuner, which he said was
¢ being driven by Jarat.

Lt Col Chompoonuch said that Mr Suwan’s medical condition
care, but declined to confirm whether police were providing any

“I cannot reveal the details [of this case]. This case is not
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& Lynk For Drivers

* Mo Commission on Cash Work
= First Driver gets First Job

» . *  Low 4.9% on app & card
Drive Wlth L}'nk = Driver Support Team 24/7

+ Refer a Friend Incentive
(4 Weeks Free)

Cash/Credit Work
Day/Evening/Night work
+  Work Locally

€79

What type of
driver are you?
» Cash/Credit/Account Work
» Morning/Day work
« Work across the city
€99
For only €10/week enjoy all the
cash bookings you can handle.
€10 all you
. *  Low weekly subscription
can drive

* Receive excess bookings
*  Get to know the system

Contact Darren darren.okeeffe@lynk.ie | 085 7876911




HALF PRICE

Taxi Meter Receipt Rolls To Fit All Taxi Meters
Free Nationwide Delivery!
€5 Discount if you collect them from our office

Receipt Rolls to Fit the Following Taxi Meters:

Aquila / Digitax / Kienzle Argo / Sherriff / Ata /
Halda / Mattig / Taxitronic / Cygnus / Hale / Rem / Tetas

Disceunymill

www.discounttilirells.ie

Thermal Taxi Receipt Rolls Price Inc VAT
57 % 35 Thermal Rolls (50 Roll Box) €30
57 x 45 Thermal Rolls (50 Roll Box) €36
37 x 39 Thermal Rolls (50 Roll Box) €30

Bond Paper Taxi Receipt Rolls Price Inc Vat
57 x 45 Bond Paper Rolls (S50 Roll Box) €28
44 x 44 Bond Paper Rolls (50 Roll Box) €28

Taxi Ink Ribbons - Pack of 3 Ribbons €10 per pack

Packs of 10 Rolls fr €6 inc Vat only available from office (Mo Delivery)
Taxi Receipt Books €2.50 each or 3 for €5" to the ad

Discount Till Rolls Ltd

Unit 1C, Crossbeg Industrial Estate (beside Brady Catering)
Ballymount Road Upper, Ballymount, Dublin D24

Sat Nav: 53.3119422-6.3563503  Ph: (011 443 3964
sales@discounttillrolls.ie  www.discounttillrolls.ie

60

« Accountants for full time Taxi Drivers with unparalleled Experience -
* Continuous monitoring of Tax Clearance -+
* Letter's and Accounts, included in the fee -«
« Nationwide service -«
« Discounted rate for TTnH Members only -
* 16 years experience *

/\T g\ VI [ Tetephone: 085 215 7909

CCOUNTING SERVICES Email: info@ttnh.ie
l SR ESIRNIAGH IR Unit 9, Bellevue, Ind. Est., Tolka Valley Rd, D11
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Knock

Knock

Q: If you were sorced to go throughone
of the following door’s, which door do
you go through with 100 % certainty
you'd stay alive: a door with a man
with a gun behind it, a door with
a tiger who hasn’t eaten in 7 years
behind it, or a door with an electrical
chair behind it?

A: The one with the tiger behind it,
because if it hasn’t eaten in 7 years it’s

dead.

ospital waiting room because
babies. A nurse approaches
«Congratulations! You're the
father of twins.” “That's odd,” answers the man.
«| work for the Minnesota Twins!” A nurse then
yells the second man, «Congratulations! You're
the father of triplets!” “That's weird,” answers the
second man. “l work for the 3M company!” Anurse
goes up to the third man saying, «Congratulations!
You're the father of quadruplets.” “That's strange,”
he answers. “I work for the Four Seasons hotel!”
The last man begins groaning and banging his
head against the wall. “What's wrong?” the others

ask. “I work for 7 Up!”

Four men are in the h
their wives are having
the first guy and says,

Teacher: “Anyone i

:.t:‘ll‘:: hmay stand u:)v!l’:oNol:::l‘;'k:tal::l’s

stul’idc esr:u ;l’m sure there are som:

Sohmy stae:ts over here!!”Little

Sohnay yo n. S upTeacher: “Ohh
You think you’re stupid?” Little’

Johnny. “No...ii
® oo 1 JUST
standing alone..,]” feel bad that you’re

er husband’s funeral.
t and | wanted him in
«\e’ll take care of
«gd, switch the

An old woman is upset at h
«You have him in a brown sui
a blue suit.” The mortician says,
it, ma’am,” and yells to the back,

heads on two and four!”

; with
52 Tacsai February / March 2020 ‘ mice'»:ne’ but how are you at catching

A man -

He aSksW:l:ks Into a bar and sits do

cigarette? e bartender, “Can I .
€?” The bartende have a

sudd
™ l::;l: s:‘ays, -“Oi, You bloody idiot.”
“Thave .52 ¥Ys with surprise in his voi )
panat - Very nice.” He return > e
ool without a cigarette and ::lssl:o tll‘:.s
s the

bartenderforsomepeanuts Thebartend
. ender

that’s beca
use the machine is out of order

and th
€ peanuts are complementary,”

A guy spots a sign outside a house that reads
“Talking Dog for Sale.” Intrigued, he walks in.
«So what have you done with your life?” he asks
the dog. “I've led a very full life,” says the dog.
“| lived in the Alps rescuing avalanche victims.
Then | served my country in Irag. And now | spend
my days reading to the residents of a retirement
home.” The guy is flabbergasted. He asks the
dog’s owner, “Why on earth would you want to get
rid of an incredible dog like that?” The owner says,
«Because he’s a liar! He never did any of that!”

A woma.
n answered the doorbell with
a

o meman said,

“Pm terribl
Yy so 2
rTy. 1 just ran over your

catand ] i
would like to replace it for you.”

The w -
oman replied, “Well that’s Alviene




1. In which year was the first US Masters
golf championship held?

2. Which NHL player was nicknamed “The
Great One™?

3. Which Formula One race is held at the
Red Bull Ring?

4. Which country hosted the first Rugby
League World Cup?

5 Which Italian football team shares it's
ground with Lazio?

6. Which West Indian bowler took 14 wickets
in a test match against England in 19767

7. Which two sports are combined in a
biathlon?

8. Which circuit has hosted the Australian
Moto GP since 19977

9. In which US city are the NFL team The
Chargers based?

10. Which South American team won the
2015 World Polo Championship?

11. In which sport is the Swaythling Cup
competed for?

12. Who in 1981 became the first Briton to
win a World Judo Championship?

13. How many players make up an Aussie
Rules football team?

14. Which team won all but one of the NBA
championships in the 1960s?

QUIZ

15. In which year did Sebastian Vettel win
his first Formula One championship?

16. In which New York borough is the US
Open Tennis championship held?

17. In which year did the first non-USAteam
litt yachting's Americas Cup?

18. In which Australian city would you find
the GABBA cricket ground?

19. How many players are there ona hurling
team?

20. What trophy is awarded to the winner of
golf's USPGA championship?

THE TACSAI MAGAZINE
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NEW DRIVERS WANTED

We are Ireland’s fastest growing taxi company
with a fleet of 1,400+ drivers already supporting us.

We have recently launched the taxy app to customers
and are working hard with the drivers to promote
and build our customer base.

« Standard 10% commission charge,
this will never increase.

-  Get 8% commission if you display
taxy door and roof stickers. T&C's below.

« No weekly fees.

« No hidden charges.

- No hospitality charges.

« No commission charged on your tips.
We would love for you to join us on this journey.

We have a lot to offer, so get in contact with us today
and let’s get going.

T&C's (reduce commission to 8% for & months by displaying
taxy back door and roof signs, branding can be spot checked
by taxy during this period and branding must be intact to
continue for the period of 6 months at 8%)

> we're going places ¢

70 JOIN, CALL US
089 419 9967

OR VISIT US ONLINE

taxy.ie

DOWNLOAD OUR APP:

CETITON Download on the

‘ " Gocg!ef’lay| [ ‘ App Store |




taxifair

INSURANCE

At TaxiFair Insurance, Taxi means...

SPECIALISTS

Taxi insurance is all that we do.
Our sole focus on Taxi insurance means we understand the market better than anyone else.

EMPATHY

We understand you must buy insurance in order to work.
Our job is to make that process as painless as possible.

SERVICE

As your role is to serve the public, our role is to serve you.

TAXIFAIR CORK
48 Maylor Street, Cork | T: 021 203 8220

TAXIFAIR DUBLIN
21a Clanbrassil Street Lower, Dublin 8 | T3 01 485 1896

E: helpid@taxifair.ie




taxifair

INSURANCE

At TaxiFair Insurance, Fair means...

BROKERING

Megotiating with insurers to secure the best prices for you, rather than haggling with you.

CHOICE

Not being tied to one insurer, offering you a range of products and cover options.

TRANSPARENCY

Mo hidden fees or charges and providing clear, jargon free, best-in-class advice,

TAXIFAIR CORK
48 Maylor Street, Cork | T: 021 203 8220

TAXIFAIR DUBLIN
21a Clanbrassil Street Lower, Dublin 8 | T: 01 485 1896

E: helpditaxifair.ie
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