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Mationwide Collection and Delivery. Jobn our Taar

WWW.ROBINSONAUTOCENTRE.IE ~  cicic maincenance inthe private and taxi incustry.

TaxiFair Insurance are visiting o
a city near you in September 2023

|
VA See back page or visit www.taxifair.ie tax I fa | r
s
MSURANCE

- for full details.

DRIVE WITH TAXY PAY ONLY

10% COMISS}




taxifair

INSURANCE

TaxiFair Insurance
will be visiting a
city near you Iin
September 2023.

TaxiFair Insurance will be visiting
Cork, Galway and Limerick in September
2023. If you're operating in these
areas, then it's a great chance to:

-+ Meet the team in person
= Seek advice on any SPSV insurance related matters
= Obtain quotations for your own insurance

Purchase cover immediately (certificates
and discs printed on the spot)

Get assistance on your existing insurance policy

See www.taxifair.ie for further details or call the team on 01 485 1996
Exact dates and locations to be confirmed In advance of our visit inSeptember 2023

TaxiFaar Insurances Limitad T/A TaxdiFalr Insuranses 8 regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland
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Get alot
MORE

with the MG5 S
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Get More

e

LOW HUNNING

COSTs

Book your test drive now at MG.ie
More of the car you need for a lot less. From £37,395",

The MG5 EV Long Range gives you more on every level. With a range of up to 403km, Ireland’s first fully
electric, spacious and feature-filled estate gives you & your passengers room for everything you need.

Get more with MG. A lot more.

Rangs appiies o A%R-New MGS EV Bxcile Long Range with the 61. TkWh battery from a single charge on the WLTP combined eycle, ~All prices are inclusive of VAT at 23% and the cument rate
of VRT. Prices exclude deafer delvery and refated charges. Prices based on sofid paint. Prices include SEA! grant for Electric vehicles and VAT refif for Electric vehicles where applicable. Prices
porect &5 of Aug 2023, The right is reserved §o change prices and specifications without prior notice, Modeks showr; The MGS EV Exclusive Long Range with Cosmic Séver Painf €41 345,
*1,367 Iires with the rear seats folded flat. For e3PEV23 Grant information please visit www.nationaftransport.ie/taxdSoms-and-guides

mg.ie



unifying our trade _/

EDITOR LETTER

e have a number of interesting
pieces in this latest edition.

The National Transport Authority

(NTA) has released its annual
SPSYV driver report for 2022 which
looks at the numbers of drivers who have left the
industry compared with those who have entered

it as well as the median retirement age and many

other aspects of the industry.

The NTA is not alone in this as the National
Transport Assembly Committee (NTAC) has
conducted a survey of its own independent of the
NTA which makes for very interesting reading.
Along with this survey, Chairperson of the NTAC
and Spokesperson on Taxis, Tony Roe has once
again raised the issue of mandatory receipt of card
payments, coupled with poor WIFI reception in
certain areas resulting in card machines not working
and subsequent arguments between drivers and
passengers. Roe also raised the issue of license

renewal and the painful and expensive system of :

renewal which has been in place since the Garda
Carriage Office was scrapped.
Notably, the NTA itself is in agreement with Roe

in relation to cashless payments resulting in driver

assaults.
The National Transport Authority received a total

NPHTA

PRINTED BY

webprint
WWW.WEBPRINT.IE

e

of 1,625 complaints in 2022 relating to taxi drivers,
and a record number of complaints about taxi
drivers last year has been linked to the introduction
of a new regulation requiring licence holders to
accept cashless payments for fares.

Meanwhile, in the west and south-west of
the country it seems that when taxi drivers are
not being assaulted they are being accused of
committing assaults. One driver in Cork has said
that he has been afraid to leave the house for work
and when he is out working he locks his doors
following a vicious assault by a passenger who
refused to pay. Further up the coast in Galway a
mother has revealed that she feared for her life
when she awoke after falling asleep to find her taxi
driver sexually ssaulting her.

GOT A STORY?
GET IN TOUCH

WITH RONAN
CALL: 085 199 8321

Tacsai Magazine is stocked in each

taxi firm in Dublin, Cork, Galway and
Limerick. Most ranks have “Rank
Reps” who have a stock of magazines.
Additionally, the magazine is available in
the following locations:

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

01. Skan Taxi centre, Tolka Valley
Business Park.

02. Emo Station (Mount Brown),
Kilmainham.

03. Discount Till Rolls

04. TTnH Offices, Santry Hall Ind. Est.
05. Fonthill Motor Factors.

06. Harbour Radiators.

TACSAI MAGAZINE
All correspondence should be addressed to:
Tacsai Magazine, 4 Castleknock Mews, Old Navan Road,
Castleknock, Dublin 15

Disclaimer

the publisher.

Views expressed by contributors are not necessarily those of

07. The Kesh at Dublin Airport.
08. Fonthill Autoparts.
09. Hailo, 12 Upper Mount Street.

Creative Top Publishing Ltd. publishes Tacsai Magazine.
Company registration No. 534480

No part of Tacsai Magazine may be reproduced without the Tel: 086 831 9322

prior consent of the publisher.
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Designer: Patrick Browne Design

Email: hello@patrickbrownedesign.com

10. Dublin Corporate Cabs, Ballymount
Ind Est.

11. Phoenix Motors, Prussia Street.

12. South Dublin Autos.

13. Ozone Cabs
14. Go Service Station, Kylemore Road.
15. Excel Auto Parts, Old Naas Road



Leather-look
seat covers for
taxis.

-T-Fully fltted and

IN STOCK
SET; OF/HEAVY-DUTY,

CARIMATS; & BO Oy MATS]

(SIMILAR TO THOSE FEATURED HERE
TOSUITFALL CARS; & VANS;

AUTOBOUTIOUE  61B KEEPER ROAD, DRIMNAGH, DUBLIN 12 085 784 3098



Tony Roe, Chairperson of the National Transport Assembly Committee (NTAC) and

Spokesperson on Taxis has hit out at the current system whereby drivers renew

their taxi licenses.

‘ One of the main complaints we are hearing :
from drivers, particularly older drivers who
are leaving the industry in large numbers is

taxis tested in designated garages. Garages can do
those tests, issue them with the cert and if anything
. has to be done concerning work on the car, it's
You had the NCT which was carried out by the Garda :
Carriage Office, you also had suitability which was
carried out by the Garda Carriage Office and now this
is going over weeks for taxi drivers. We are hearing :
from drivers, particularly those in older vehicles
where they can go through four tests within the 12
months; that's two NCT tests and two SGS tests. :
Surely these tests can be done at the same time in the
same place as was the case with the Garda Carriage

the situation with renewing their taxi license.
Under the old system you went in, you
renewed your license, you got it done there and then.
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office who did a great job. It was a formality but now
it's a headache and a hassle. Common sense is
needed here. A lot of European countries have their

done there and then. We are calling on the Minister
for Transport, and the National Transport Authority
(NTA) to explore opportunities to protect drivers and
encourage them to enter the industry. Unfortunately,
the opposite is happening here where drivers are
packing itin. | know quite a lot of friends of mine now,
| see them going through town and they’re actually
driving buses. They all say the same thing to us,
whether they’re old drivers or new. You have to look



at the industry where people are making laws for taxi :
drivers concerning this business of getting their cars

looked at and they’re being referred to places down
the country where there are centres to get it done.
This is complete and utter lunacy. Common sense
has to kick in here. We are hearing a lot from people

Roe.

rank.

opposite seems to be happening here,” said Rowe.

issue of drivers leaving the industry.

pension would virtually put you on the poverty line.
Reality kicks in there, and taxi drivers that retire tell

me that it is not all that they imagined. Their ambitions
and needs and hopes needed to be attended to and

planned for much earlier if they plan to retire. Many
taxi drivers had the dream of stopping working long
: before the retirement age, and the ones that do see

that it is not as blissful as they had imagined. On a

that are leaving the industry. Now it's one thing for : positive note; we recommend that drivers who are

the NTA to try to encourage people coming into the : |eaving, or do leave, keep their licenses up to date,

industry, but people who are coming into the industry : as they can renew it at different times and not let it

are meeting with the same problems. You have : ryn out. We are warning taxi drivers of the pitfalls of

situations now where drivers can’t even get on to the : retirement,” he said.

taxi ranks because they are closing down. There are :

35 ranks which have gone out of commission around : facing with regard to the mandatory receipt of card

the city, we are getting complaints from drivers, we payments.

are getting complaints from the general public,” said :

Roe further highlighted the issues drivers are

“Concerning the current issues that we have; we

find an awful lot of taxi drivers are talking to us about

He went on to point out that the new National : 50\ ments they are having, about assaults. We found

Children’s Hospital which is being built on the St © out that most of the problems encountered, and most

James Hospital campus and is set to be one of the of these assaults are done mainly in the early hours

biggest hospitals in Europe doesn't even have a taxi of the morning. Drivers are dealing with people who

o . ) . are under the influence and this is all a contributing
“Thisis all crazy. A mechanism has to be putin place : . . .
. : factor to drivers who are leaving the industry. The

now to enhance the taxi industry. Unfortunately, the : . . ;
: number of complaints we have seen since this new

. legislation was introduced concerning card machines
He went on to say that the NTAC has carried out : is%lut olf havr\:d ) Ihe salijd ng I
its own survey of 200 taxi drivers with regard to the : ’ )

He went on to point out that there are parts of the

“From the survey we found out that the largest : country, (Dublin Airport being a prime example),

number of drivers (50%) plan to retire at age 65, 25% where WiFi signal is not strong and the machine will

of drivers wanted to retire earlier; these were mainly : not work resulting in an argument with the customer.

younger drivers. The reality is that most can't retire : He said that the Minister for Transport, Eamonn

due to financial difficulties and a lot of the drivers who Ryan, and the NTA must act on this,

leave, want to come back into the industry. They don’t

realise what they have taken on. A lot of drivers would :

retire at 50, but due to boredom and a lack of routine in ; Society (formerly the Taxi Drivers Lay Counselling

their lives, a lot regret retiring, which is something the : Service) has been going from strength to strength

current workforce in the taxi industry doesn't realise. since its inception.

Retirement is not for everyone; 8% of taxi drivers said :

they would never want to retire fully, and would work have any sort of issues, particularly personal issues

part time indefinitely to give them a sense of purpose : which are being overlooked. We are having trips

and focus, and unless preparations are made now for ; away soon to Spain and Romania. We have recently

these particular drivers, it would be a very bad move. : been to England, Scotland and Wale. We have had
A lot of taxi drivers have an outlook on retiring, some
have bought apartments in Spain and elsewhere for : Shannon, | could go on. Anyone who feels that they
retirement, but the reality kicks in then when they
realise that the revenue needed to sustain a lifestyle
of living off the state pension is not ideal. The state :
pension is approximately €253 a week, and that state
Lay Counselling Committee or call Tony

: at 085 108 9482

Martina Roe Lay Counselling Society
The newly rebranded Martina Rowe Lay Counselling

“We have meetings every week with drivers who

weekends away to Wexford, Limerick Carrick-on-

have issues they would like to air are more than
welcome,” said Rowe.

If you are interested in the Martina Rowe Lay
Counselling Society, feel free to contact any of the
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The new PEUGEOT e-Rifter asserts itself as a new icon of the lion brand. The feline LED lighting signature
and three claw rear lights mirror the very latest vehicles in the Peugeot range. With 5 or 7-seat options, 2
sliding side doors, and a large tailgate with wide access, it truly is built for everyday adventures. A horizontal
bonnet, large wheels, roof bars, black side protectors, and notched wheel arch protectors reinforce the
athletic style of the new e-Rifter. Two trim levels are available: Allure and GT, and both variants are available
in Standard (L1) and Long (L2) wheelbase options, with a choice of 5 or 7 seats. With an overall external
height of 1,882mm, the e-Rifter can comfortably fit into underground and multi-storey car parks.

Masses of Passenger & Cargo Space.

Although it is based on the new Peugeot Partner commercial vehicle, the
e-Rifter has an endearing character of its own, and its van-like styling does :
result in a massive amount of cabin space for all occupants, and their :
luggage. Cargo space behind the rear seats measures in at a gigantic
1,355-litres (L1) or 1,900-litres (L2), and this can be expanded to 3,500-litres :
or 4,000-litres respectively when the rear seats are folded down. A large, :
deep storage compartment (with sliding covers) within the centre console :
has been ergonomically designed to hold everyday items that need to be
kept away from prying eyes, but within easy reach of front seat occupants. :
With so much storage space located throughout the cabin, the e-Rifter :
: The ‘e-Toggle’ automatic gearbox control button is located on the centre
console, and a ‘B’ (Brake) mode button allows for increased deceleration
- when the accelerator pedal is released, thus increasing the driving range.
Peugeot quotes a WLTP real-world electric driving range of 280km from :
a full battery, and that is exactly the figure | achieved when | charged my :
review car during my time with it, and that is impressive in itself. The e-Rifter
can charge at up to 100kW, meaning a 10-80% top up takes just 30 minutes :
on a CCS rapid charger, while a full charge (0-100%) via a regular wallbox :

offers best-in-class storage capacity.

Quick Charging & Realistic Range.

charger will take around seven and a half hours to complete.

Car on Review.

(keyless entry and push button start), automatic dual-zone climate control,

air vents in the 2nd row with fan strength command and USB socket, anda :
10” digital instrument cluster, along with the ingenious PEUGEOT i-Cockpit :

¢ with an 8” capacitive touchscreen. The e-Rifter is easy to handle in town,

and safe and powerful on the open road. The 100kW (136hp) electric motor
is powered by a high-voltage 50kWh battery, and it provides instantaneous
acceleration thanks to 260Nm of immediately available torque. The new
e-Rifter offers exemplary handling and agility thanks to its electric power
steering, which works in tandem with the compact steering wheel and
optimised chassis design to ensure even the tightest of spaces are tackled
with ease. The small steering wheel allows for precise and quick steering
responses, while good levels of grip in corners, and well contained body roll,
are commendable characteristics. A supple suspension set-up provides all
occupants with a comfortable ride quality on a wide variety of road surfaces.

Additionally, a Drive Mode selector enables drivers to choose between
Eco, Normal and Power in order to optimise range or performance when
required. The latest PEUGEQT i-Cockpit technology includes two new
instrument panels that share all the information necessary for the proper
management of a 100% electric vehicle.

Conclusion & Pricing.

. The new Peugeot e-Rifter is a hugely practical and comfortable fully-
My review car was a new Peugeot e-Rifter GT L2 (LWB) 5-Seater, :
which was finished in Deep Blue metallic paintwork. In addition to the :
comprehensive list of standard equipment in Allure trim, upgrading to GT
trim brings with it 17” ‘Aoraki’ alloy wheels, 3D stamped-effect radiator grille :
with black surround, opening rear tailgate window, ‘Quente Brown’ interior :
ambience, ‘Casual’ cloth seat trim with overstitch detail, dark tinted rear side
and tailgate windows, power folding door mirrors, PEUGEOT Open & Go :
: transition to a fully-electric MPV, the new Peugeot Rifter is also available

electric people carrier in every respect. It has a cabin that is cavernous,
usable and immensely practical, and it is sure to find favour with families
and taxi operators alike. With a comfortable ride quality, responsive
handling characteristics and generous levels of standard equipment, the
new e-Rifter is a credible and highly commendable alternative to an SUV or
estate car. Pricing starts at €39,070 for the Allure L1 variant, with my review
car specification priced at €41,470. For buyers not yet ready to make the

with a 1.5-litre BlueHDi diesel engine, and is priced from just €33,250. Visit
www.peugeot.ie for further information.
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FREENOW V

The Mobility Super App

BtGOMEA DRIVER
WITH FREENOW

FEEL FREENOW FEEL FREENOW FEEL FREENOW

WHY FREENOW?

;) REGULAR BONUSES (9) JOBS THAT WORK

v ()
Boost your income with bonuses ~— FOR YOU
and competitions See pickup points and destinations

with job requests before accepting

./—“] DRIVER TRAINING PLAN AHEAD OF

S Y TiME
Earn a €500* bonus when you
pass using the Manual Accept prebook jobs in advance

5o you can plan your day

f:"“‘ HELP WHEN YOU g‘“’{’, CHOOSE YOUR

E NEED IT ' SCHEDULE
The Driver Services team is on Be in change of your schedule with
hand to answer drivers gueries no minimum or maximum hours

when you need it!
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The National Transport Authority received a total of 1,625 complaints in 2022

relating to taxi drivers.

taxi drivers last year has been linked

cashless payments for fares.

the taxi industry, show it received a total of 1,625
complaints in 2022.

total of 1,383 in 2019.

The NTA said the growth in the number of
complaints was “mainly due to the introduction of a :
new requirement in September 2022 for taxi drivers :

to provide cashless payment terminals for fares”.

12 Tacsai June / July 2023

record number of complaints about

It claimed the regulation had resulted in the

gcomplaint category of “overcharging and other
to the introduction of a new regulation :
requiring licence holders to accept :

matters relating to fares” accounting for almost half
of all complaints made last year — a total of 793

: cases.
New figures published by the National Transport
Authority (NTA), which acts as the regulator for

The second most common category of complaint
related to the conduct and identification of drivers

: which accounted for 481 complaints or 30% of the
: total.

It represented almost a threefold increase on the :
number of complaints received in 2021, while it was
also a 17% increase over the previous record annual

The number of complaints about the condition and
roadworthiness of taxis was down almost 50% on
pre-pandemic levels to 42.

The NTA said 40% of complaints resulted in the
driver being issued with a fine, warning, advice or a
summons for prosecution.

It also reported that over 204,000 checks were

: carried out on taxis and other small public service



vehicles (SPSVs) as well as drivers last year which

involved approximately 90% of all vehicles.

They resulted in 655 drivers being issued with on-

the-spot fines.

details of the vehicle being operated to the NTA
which accounted for 21% of the total.

Other common breaches of taxi regulations related

to vehicle standards, the unreasonable refusal to
carry a passenger and the failure to print or offer a
taxi receipt.

The NTA said it initiated 146 prosecutions against

taxi drivers last year with a majority of cases relating
to the operation of an unlicensed vehicle.
Number of taxi drivers

since the start of the Covid-19 pandemic.

March 2020.
A total of 25,393 active SPSV licences were
recorded last year — a decrease of 6.7% since the

drivers licensed to operate a taxi service.

recorded in May 2009.

working in the taxi industry was reversed between

affected by the impact of the pandemic.

driver licences were issued last year — more than
double the number of new driver licences issued in
2021 — with almost two-thirds of the new entrants
licensed to operate in Dublin.

However, the numbers leaving the industry were
even higher with 25 individuals surrendering their

lapse permanently during 2022.

taxi drivers with a majority aged 50 and over.
Only 660 drivers — just 2.6% of the total — are aged

aged over 68 years.

the NTA said.
The regulator said a majority of applicants who
sit and fail the driver entry test for taxis and other

: SPSVs do not take the test a second time.
The most common offence was the failure to notify

However, NTA figures show applicants take on

. average 2.8 tests before they pass the exam.

More than 2,460 candidates took the test last year.
Despite the decline in the number of people

working in the taxi industry, the size of the national
: fleet grew by almost 2% last year.

NTA figures show the total number of active licence
plates rose by 1.8% to 19,281 vehicles including

16,220 taxis— an annual increase of 335.

However, the national fleet remains over 2,000

vehicles below pre-pandemic levels.
Meanwhile, the number of taxi drivers in Ireland :
has decreased by almost 7% to just under 25,400

Grants
At the same time, the number of wheelchair

: accessible taxis reached a record level of 3,206 last
The latest figures show there were 1,835 fewer
drivers of taxis and other small public service :
vehicles (SPSVs) at the end of 2022 compared to be capable of carrying passengers who use
: wheelchairs, while grants of up to €7,500 have been
. available for the purchase of wheelchair accessible
: vehicles.
outbreak of the pandemic — with almost 60% of
: grants in 2022 which facilitated the addition of 231
It means there are now over 22,000 fewer taxi
drivers in Ireland since the peak level of 47,529

year.
All new taxi vehicles since June 2010 must

A total of €1.32 million was made available in

new taxis and 81 replacement vehicles.
The NTA said the percentage of wheelchair

accessible vehicles in the Irish fleet at over 17%
A general downward trend in the number of people :

compared very favourably to other similarly

regulated countries.
2017 and early 2020 as a result of a recruitment :
campaign by the NTA before it was adversely :

The regulator also reported a 75% increase in
applications to the grant scheme for electric SPSVs

: last year.
According to the NTA, a total of 1,159 new SPSV

However, the NTA said only 636 applicants received

: funding worth €11.9 million as the remainder were
: unable to source a vehicle before the end of the
year due to international supply chain constraints.

“Climate, energy and geopolitical challenges

resulted in long delays for new vehicles in Ireland
as well as inflated prices for second-hand vehicles,
licence, while another 1,400 allowed their licence to :
© NTA stated.
The latest figures also confirm the ageing profile of

making it unfeasible for some to enter the fleet,” the

Nevertheless, the number of fully electric vehicles

in the national taxi fleet more than doubled in the

space of 12 months.

under 32 years, while over 14% of all drivers are

in the fleet at the end of 2022 compared to 674 the
“The figures indicate that a career in taxi driving :

may be popular as a second career, post-retirement,” :

The latest figures show there were 1,369 e-cars

previous year, while there are also a further 3,539
hybrid vehicles.

et
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YOU'VE NEVER
HEARD OF

AVAILABLE NOW WITH FULL VEHICLE
WARRENTY FOR TAXI DRIVERS.

PART OF THE MSL MOTOR GROUP. MSL.IE/BYD



“Now | keep my doors locked when I’'m going through the city. | don’t pick
up anyone until | talk to them and make sure they look okay”

taxi driver in Cork has opened up about an :
incident which has left him afraid to go to :
: didn’t have the money. | told him | didn’t want to argue and
Junaid Ayub is calling for more protection :

for taxi drivers, after a recent incident during :

which he was “battered” by a passenger who refused to pay

work.

their fare.

repeatedly hitting him.

Speaking to the 96FM Opinion Line with PJ Coogan,
Ayud opened up about the experience, adding that things :
could have been a lot worse if he hadn’t been able to flag :

down another driver for help.

pull over for assistance.

could be sorted when | finished dropping him off.

“When the drive finished it came to €37. | told him he
owed me €17 more but he refused straight away, saying he

that we could sort it out at the Garda station.
“When | left the estate he said he wanted his €20 back.
Then he just punched me, slapped me — | was bleeding

: straight away.”

The passenger reportedly “punched and slapped” the :
driver while he was dropping them home, CorkBeo reports. :

Pakistan native who has been living and working in
Ireland for the past 15 years, Junaid said that he had :
started driving to a nearby Garda station to look for help :
after the passenger refused to pay their full fare and started

Ayub said that he is now afraid to do his job, adding that
he is very cautious regarding which passengers he picks up
since the incident.

My doors are locked when I'm going through the city. I'm
not picking up anyone until | talk to them and make sure
they look okay.

“When | feel safe, then | unlock the door. | haven't been
picking up people who are alone, or anyone who looks too
drunk.”

Bobby Lynch, who has been working in the area for

decades and is a member of the Cork Taxi Council,

Thankfully, Ayub was able to hold up his arm to block a :
barrage of punches from the passenger before he eventually :
managed to beep his horn enough times for another taxi to :
about it.

The cab driver explained: “| was just taking a man home, :
he handed me €20 while | was driving and | saw he had :
more money. | figured the remaining amount of the fare

commented: “Incidents like these aren’t uncommon but
they’re happening, and they’re happening too often. A lot of
drivers aren’t reporting it cause there’s nothing being done

“I'm telling drivers out there now to report everything and
to be careful out there. What happened to that chap is an
absolute disgrace.”

Gardai are investigating the incident.
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Centre

www.amcc.ie

Blakes Cross Business
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% service and new Taxi NCT.

Automatlcs
EI]J stock'

Ireland’s
leading supplier
of automatic and
hybrid cars with a huge
selection available to the
taxi trade.

Our Prius’ and Camrys come
with brand new tyres, fresh

01870 2000
or Coilin on 0860116631.



THETAXI’S‘FRIEND

- FULL RANGE OF BlACI(I.ION TYRES

S MICHELIn [T T TS S S

WE 'RE THE CHEAPES T IN THE CITY

} DIRECT IMPORTERS OF
BEs-!]J PART WORN TYRES

| * 14” TYRES FROM €35
Bnlginj * 15” TYRES FROM €40
* 16 TYRES FROM €40

EYJBESJ)M 17 TYRES FROM €50
* 18” TYRES FROM €55

n!!_BI.lI"‘ e 19” TYRES FROM €60

em - A'GRAD E

m e FREE tyre check
- » FREE wheel balancing when you purchase
£ ‘a“m‘]ﬂ“ Best Lane tyres
'.ﬂﬁg » FREE disposal of your old tyres
PEN 6 DAYS A WEEK

BESTLANE TYRES Unit 33, Slaney Rd, Dublin Industrial Estate, Dublin 11

E
'Y

TEL:089 2217009 EMAIL:bestlanetyres@gmail.com
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The Mobility Super App

BEGOMEA DRIVER
WITH FREENOW

FEEL FREENOW FEEL FREENOW FEEL FREENOW

WHY FREENOW?

W REGULAR BONUSES :‘ﬁl JOBS THAT WORK
Boost your income with bonuses ~ FOR YOU
and competitions See pickup points and destinations
with job requests before accepting
fj‘a DRIVER TRAINING < PLAN AHEAD OF
P Y TIME
Earn a €500" bonus when you
pass using the Manual Accept prebook jobs in advance
so you can plan your day
N") HELP WHEN YOU {?“*‘?} CHOOSE YOUR
~ NEEDIT ' SCHEDULE
The Driver Services team is on Be in change of your schedule with
hand to answer drivers gueries no minimum or maximum hours

when you need it!



USER BENEFITS _
‘Reduces fuel costs & 0
* Prolongs catalytic é*”‘- A
converter life #»:-"%3*
*Protects injectors, -i,_“"' A
valves and exhausts e

y v ECOLOGICAL BENEFITS
r f--\\& ‘Reduces fossil fuel

L consumption
| - ‘Lowers emissions and
h - your carbon footprint

REDUCE MAINTENANCE,
FUEL COSTS & EMISSIONS OF
YOUR CAR,VAN OR TRUCK

When it comes to passenger and commercial
cars, vans and trucks, two things come to mind.
Emissions and efficiency. Dipetane is a unique
product that upgrades petroleum fuels without
any additives. You simply add it to your fuel tank
and it gets to work right away.

Dipetane cleans your engine, helping your engine to last
longer. [t lowers dirty emissicns; which is better for the
environment, And it also helps to improve fuel economy;,
which will save you money.

At the heart of Dipetane's ability to increase fuel economy by
its ability to create a more efficient and complete fuel burn—
yousimply get mare out of the fuel you've paid for.

Dipetane’s more efficient and complete burn is enabled by
unigue alterations to Fuel the carbon chain structure. This

pre-combustion process allows oxygen to access and burn
the carbon more ipletely, Other additives cannot do this
since they operate on a post combustion basis. This is what

makes Dipetane unigue.

The enhanced combustion enabled by Dipetane results in
less friction and engine wear. And less wear and tear means
less reduced maintenance of expensive hardware such as
injectars, DPFs and EGR Valves.

Make a difference to your car, van or truck and
the planet's health today. Dipetane is available
now at your local automotive retailer.

Reduce smoke by up to 60%"

Save up
Cut pollution by 25%"

FUEL TECHNOLOGY

D.M.D Sales Ltd « Unit 5 Kilcoole Industrial Estate - Kilcoole
Co. Wicklow » A63 HP71 » Ireland * Tel: +353 1287 6922

www.dipetane.com

DIPETANE

to 10%" on fuel costs

*All our claims are based on 30 years of extensive field
tests and are based on the constant use of our product.



Finance
Deals Available

€290
DISCOUNT

When You Mention
This Ad

Unit 9 Tolka Valley
Business Park,
Ballyboggan Rd,
Finglas, D11

Telephone:
085858 2635

Email:
osullivanmotorsdublin@hotmail.com



0°Sullivan Motors

Your dealer for electric,
wheelchair-accessable & hybrid cars

FINANCE DEALS AVAILABLE
ALL NTA GRANTS ACCEPTED!

Toyota Corolla Hybrid Automatic Volkswagen Caddy Automatic

O’Sullivan Motors
Unit 9, Tolka Valley Business Park, 085 858 2635

Ballyboggan Road, Dublin 11 osullivanmotorsdublin@hotmail.com

- VIEW MUCH, MUCH MORE AT -
osullivanmotorsdublin.ie




Small Public Service Vehicle Licence States Broadly speaking, all SPSV

licences exist in one of three states:

four months of the expiry date. See Table 1.

application must be made.

more with a 1.8% increase in fleet numbers during that year. Figure 1
illustrates the changes in SPSV licence numbers from 2013 to 2022.

2T
R T FLan

BHE  Jom0d  gopy 20T
2400 WEE o WM

2013 o T 087 o] 200 020 20 00

The SPSV fleet increased throughout 2022 at a steady pace, with nearly
all months showing an increase on the previous month, as demonstrated

in Figure 2.

Figure 2: Active Small Public Service Vehicle Licences by Month, 2022
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Table 1: Inactive SPSV Vehicle Licences, 2021 - 2022
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: Vehicle Licences Issued

1. Active: Where SPSV licences are active, the associated vehicles : New SPSV licences can be granted for a Wheelchair Accessible Taxis

are licensed and may be used for the carriage of passengers for hire or : (WAT), Wheelchair Accessible Hackneys (WAH), limousines and Local

reward (all other regulatory requirements being met). See Figures 1 and Area Hackneys (LAH). Since June 2010, it is no longer possible to apply
: for a new SPSV licence for a taxi that was not a Wheelchair Accessible

2. Inactive: This means that the SPSV licence has expired. However, : Vehicle (WAV) under the Taxi Regulation Act 2003 (Grant of Taxi

the licence holder is entitled to apply for a replacement, within twenty- Licences) (Amendment) Regulations 2010.
¢ Under the same law, the transfer of a licence was prohibited for all
. . : new SPSV licences granted. This was extended to all SPSV licence
3. Dead: The SPSV licence can no longer be replaced. A new licence holders in 2014, which effectively meant a licence could not be sold
. or transferred from one licence holder to another. The only exception
: is where an SPSV licence holder appoints someone who can apply to

Following an SPSV fleet decline of 6% from 2013 to 2017, NTA saw the : take over that licence in the event of the original licence holder’s death.

industry beginning to grow in 2018 with "_1 4% incr_ease between 2017 Figure 3 and Table 3 below reflect the number of new SPSV licences
and 2019 with the upward trend set to continue. Covid-19 and the severe :
mpact this rlad on .the .mdustry led to a reduction in ,2020 and 2021, ¢ year, driven in part by the Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Grant Scheme
with an 11.5% decline in fleet numbers. 2022 saw this reverse once introduced in mid-2014, and NTA's 2018 driver recruitment campaign
+ for new industry entrants (covered in more detail in the ‘SPSV Driver
¢ licences’ section of this Bulletin), Covid-19 in 2020 impacted this
. . . . ) . ... ... : significantly. Compared to 2019, 2020 saw a 56% decrease on new
Figure 1: Active Small Public Service Vehicle Licences by Year, ‘13 —'22 vehicle licences issued and 2021 a 66% decrease. During this period,
: SPSV inspection centres were closed from late-March and early-June
: 2020 under HSE Covid-19 guidelines, resulting in no new licences
joining the fleet in those months. 2022 did once again see an upward
. trend appear with a 10.5% increase on new SPSV licences issued

: compared to 2021.

issued from 2013 to 2022. While this number was increasing year-on-

Figure 3: New Vehicle Licences Issued by Year, 2013 — 2022

Table 3: New Vehicle Licences Issued by Year and Category, ‘“13-22
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* Main point for 2022

The decrease in new SPSV licences issued since 2019 and the impact
. of Covid-19 is evident. 2022 saw the figure increase once more but
. . : brought with it new global challenges regarding supply of new and
Table 2: SPSV Vehicle Licences Status that Changed to Dead by ¢ second-hand vehicles. Climate, energy and geopolitical challenges,
covered in more detail in the “2022 Industry Challenges - Global Vehicle
. Shortage” section above and the ‘SPSV Fleet Profile’ section later in
: this Bulletin, resulted in long delays for new vehicles in Ireland as well
: as inflated prices for second-hand vehicles, making it unfeasible for
some to enter the fleet. Figure 4 below, illustrates the licences issued



monthly for 2019 and 2022. Regulatory measures introduced by NTA in

sought to counteract the impact of these factors on the industry. This
is discussed further in under ‘Vehicle Age Profile’ later in this Bulletin.

Figure 4: New Vehicle Licences Issued by Month, 2019 - 2022
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SPSV Fleet Profile
The SPSV fleet is made up of taxis, hackneys, and limousines. Table 4

fleet from 2013 to 2022.

Table 4: SPSV Fleet by Vehicle Category by Year, 2013 — 2022
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Figure 5: SPSV Fleet by Vehicle Category, 2013 to 2022

Training and information programmes including the JAM (Just A
Minute) scheme, dementia awareness, mobility issues awareness

provided for drivers. Service accessibility for wheelchair users is
another core strategy for NTA. All vehicles which are suitable to be

who travel seated in a wheelchair, the fleet contains Wheelchair
Accessible Vehicles (WAV).
In June 2014, wheelchair accessible vehicle numbers were at a

introduced which reduced the legal size specification for WAVs to
enable SPSV operators to provide wheelchair accessible services

one passenger using a wheelchair with just one other passenger,

rather than the previous much larger and more expensive 8

was launched to assist licence holders to purchase a WAV. The WAV
Grant Scheme, which has run each year since 2014, has assisted

. from 31 December 2021 (3,250) by 31 December 2025.
: continued efforts to improve accessibility for passengers travelling
i in a wheelchair, our current WAV service improvement programme
: includes, at a high level:

. e aprohibition on granting new vehicle licences for taxis or hackneys
: which are not wheelchair accessible since 2010;

* much reduced WAV licence application and renewal fees;

. » mandatory and free disability awareness training provision for all
: grant recipients, which includes a practical assistance module;

i« a commitment to greatly enhanced grant levels for 2023 (up
to €17,500 per vehicle or €42,500 if the WAV model is electric)
- which, combined with the anticipated improved availability of such

. specialised vehicles, NTA believes will further increase the numbers
and guide and assistance dog recognition and awareness are :

in funding 3,655 new or replacement/upgraded vehicles to year-end
2022 in relation to increasing the maximum permissible age of vehicles :

2022. The WAV14 — WAV22 Grant Schemes offered financial aid of

up to €7,500 nationwide for the purchase or conversion of a new or
: replacement WAV.

The 2022 WAV scheme opened on 1 January 2022 and 312 grants

disbursed with each grant either bringing a new vehicle into the fleet
. or enabling the replacement of an older licensed vehicle. Table 5
: below represents the grants issued each year from 2014 to 2022.

Table 5: Grant Assisted Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles, 14’-’22
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: Although Covid-19 affected the fleet heavily, WAV licences continued
to increase nonetheless. 2022 saw the highest number of WAVs
. active in the fleet each month when compared to the last 4 years as
. illustrated in Figure 6 below.

Figure 6: Wheelchair Accessible Licences by Month, 2019 - 2022
and Figure 5 provide a breakdown of the overall makeup of the SPSV :

PONS =030 200 =303

. Atend 2022, the Irish fleet penetration rate for WAVs was over 17%.
This is high compared to other similarly regulated countries, i.e.
. those countries where WAV service provision is mandated through
: the taxi and hackney fleet, rather than only by discrete health or
public authority paratransit, contracted or ambulance services.

NTA has committed to increasing WAV penetration by 25%
In our

of WAVs in the fleet;

« enacting legislation to increase the fine for an unreasonable refusal
. to provide services to a wheelchair user to the maximum permitted
licensed as taxis, hackneys and limousines have a boot size and : under our legislation, €250 per offence;
shape which can carry a folded wheelchair. For those passengers : . specifically trained NTA compliance and enforcement team
: members for WAV service related investigations

¢ (noting that complaints received have reduced in 2022);

: » the WAV Register available on the Transport for Ireland (TFI)
low of 850 in a fleet of 21,604 SPSVs (4%). New regulations were : website, which shows the contact details for

all WAV licence holders by county with their contact details for direct
. bookings, with a link directly to our Complaints Page for users who
in smaller vehicles (5-6 passenger seater vehicles, to accommodate : do experience poor service;

« dedicated accessibility group representatives on the Advisory
. Committee for SPSVs and NTA’s Transport Users Advisory Group
passenger seater vehicles). In July of the same year, a very easy :

to complete Wheelchair Accessible Vehicle Grant Scheme (WAV14)

(TUAG); and
« consistent messaging for industry members on their duties and

responsibilities towards passengers with a disability through our
: newsletters and website updates.
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SHIVA CAPO3 In-Car Air Steriliser
RRP €199.00 (€161.79 excl. vaT)
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10% Duscount wnth this offer!
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Use Voucher Code:
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TO ORDER ONLINE VIA WWW _SHIVA.IE

OR PICK UP IN STORE (SHOW THIS OFFER)
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More trips
Extra earnings
Greater choice

You can unlock more opportunities
with Taxi on Uber

Sign up at
drive.ubercom
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Innovative Rearview
Mirror Taximeter

TX80 SkyGlass

JOIN'US

We are Recruiting Taxitronic Agents
Apply : info@robinsonautocentre.ie

Wheelchair Conversions,
Taxi Fit-Outs,
Branding & Servicing.

Nationwide Collection and Delivery.

WE ARE LOOKING FOR

Full-Time Truck Driver We are agents for :

Qualified Mecahnic

Apprentice Mechanic
Tenporsard Operaic (TaxiTRONic] (A}

. X , , Hflexitrons
An opportunity to join Ireland’s most innovative &

forward thinking companies working with &
’ Snap-on )
iagrostics

V4 CYGNUS

converting electric vehicles for over a decade.

Send Your CV

info@robinsonautocentre.ie

ROBINSONS AUTO CENTRE: For all aspects of
vehicle maintenance in the private and taxi industry.



Top stories from around the globe

UK
drivers’ income

associated with card transactions.

processing fees annually.

increased availability of taxis.

cost of living crisis.

Australia

Taxi drivers to be fined $1,000 for refusing to turn on meters or :
i conditions taxi drivers have faced. They work an average of
Transport minister Jo Haylen says drivers had been warned that :
enforcement officers would be out in force, especially during :
own or lease a medallion, which can cost a fortune.
The New South Wales government is increasing on-the-spot :
fines from $300 to $1,000 for rogue taxi drivers who are caught :
refusing to turn on their meters, refusing fares or negotiating :
prices with riders amid rising reports of dodgy operators across :
. Prices subsequently tanked with the rise of Uber and Lyft
The transport minister, Jo Haylen, said drivers had been warned :
that enforcement officers would be out in force, especially
during events like Vivid, and would not hesitate to issue them :
© “With the government shutdowns of various cities due to the
“There are rogue taxi drivers out there who are refusing to :

declining fares in NSW

events like Vivid

the state.

with a hefty fine.
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¢ turn on the meter, who are refusing fares and negotiating fixed
‘CASH PREFERRED'’: Card processing fees eating into taxi :
: However, it's important to consider the downsides of relying
In the age of digital payments, taxi drivers face mounting costs :
i payments too. Carrying significant amounts of cash puts drivers
Drivers in some cases are being charged around 3.75% in :
fees for accepting card payments. While this may seem like a :
small amount per individual fare, it adds up significantly over :
the course of a year, with some cabbies paying over £2,000 in :
¢ “cash preferred” signs on the partition screens. It serves as
The main issue for cabbies lies in the fact that if a fare were :
paid in cash, the taxi driver would retain a larger portion of :
the total amount. This enables them to invest more quickly in :
new vehicles and allows the trade to attract more drivers to :
an industry that offers better pay. As a result for passengers, :
paying in cash could mean less waiting time, better vehicles and :
i are steadily starting to question where their money goes for the
Furthermore, cash payments provide drivers with immediate :
access to funds, which can serve as a vital lifeline for covering
bills and managing high living expenses. In contrast, card :
payments often take longer to clear, causing additional financial :
strain on drivers who are already facing tight budgets during the :
: for decades. But taxi drivers only make up about 10% of the
: total driver landscape in the city — giving way to Uber and Lyft.
: While this is in large part due to consumer choice and the ease

prices. That’s illegal,” she said.
solely on cash

at risk of being targeted by criminals. Additionally, depositing
cash into bank accounts requires drivers to take time away from
their work, leading to lost earnings.

These reasons explain why more taxi drivers are opting for

a reminder that cash payments help bolster their income and
maintain the efficiency of their operations.

Ultimately it's the customers choice on their preferred method of
payment. The ease of contactless payment makes it undeniably
attractive and there’s no tangible financial benefit for the
passenger regarding their choice. However, more passengers

service they pay for.

New York
New York City taxis fight for survival against Uber and Lyft
New York City’s yellow taxis have been a symbol of the metropolis

of ordering a ride-share car, it’s also a result of the tough work

9.5 hours a day, six days a week, according to the Journal of
Transport & Health. In addition, to driving a taxi, drivers have to

Medallions reached a hefty price of over $1 million in the early
2010s after being artificially inflated by predatory lending,
the lure of a rare asset, and industry leaders purposefully
overpaying.

which caused great anguish for drivers who owned their own
medallion. The Covid pandemic made things even worse as taxi
hailers became almost non-existent.

Covid pandemic, a lot of drivers moved to different areas of



work,” said David Do, commissioner of the New York City Taxi
and Limousine Commission.

Now, taxi drivers are fighting for space in the industry as they
recover from the medallion crisis and Covid-19 pandemic.

So, will taxis survive the changing industry

Japan

Toyota-backed startup gets approval to test ‘air taxi’

A US startup backed by Toyota Motor has received approval to
start test flights of its all-electric air taxi.

The US Federal Aviation Administration says California-based
Joby Aviation can start taking its prototype vehicle into the skies.
The firm is developing flying taxis that can shuttle people around
cities without creating noise pollution.

Toyota invested about 400 million dollars in the project in
January 2020 to enter an industry where global competition is
taking off.

In addition to the financing, the two companies recently signed
an agreement for the long-term supply of powertrains and other
components.

France

Air taxi maker races to serve Paris Olympics as sector struggles
for funds

PARIS/TORONTO, June 18 (Reuters) - A year ahead of the
Paris Olympics, flying taxi maker Volocopter wants to prove to
executives at the Paris Airshow it is on track to ferry customers
around the sporting showcase and take off globally.

The world’s largest air show tends to focus on military
and commercial planes. But electric vertical takeoff and
landing (eVTOL) aircraft makers are also there in force, with
Lilium (5KD.F) announcing a deal on Monday for China’s
HeliShenzhen Eastern General Aviation Co. to buy 100 of its
jets.

‘CASH PREFERRED’: Card processing fees
eating into taxi drivers’ income

i The sector's challenges are many, as firms need to secure
: regulatory approval and convince consumers they are safe, at a
: time when investors are also reining in funding.

i Germany’s Volocopter is working to overcome these hurdles
¢ and launch the first commercial flying taxi service to take
¢ customers around Paris during the 2024 Olympics and will use
: the air show to demonstrate its progress.

: “The Olympics are our North Star,” Volocopter CEO Dirk Hoke
: told Reuters.

: Success could boost the broader urban air mobility sector by
¢ persuading risk-averse investors that air taxis are worth putting
: money into, analysts and executives said.

¢ “l think with any of the timelines for early operations it will be
¢ helpful for the industry if they are met as it will create buzz,” said
: Robin Riedel, who co-leads the McKinsey Center for Future
: Mobility at the management consulting firm.

* Volocopter hopes to be the first, but still needs to run its aircraft
¢ through intensive weather tests and provide thousands of pages
: of documentation to Europe’s regulator, the European Union
: Aviation Safety Agency (EASA).

¢ “It's not a walk in the park to be the first to certify,” Hoke said.

: Intensive weather tests will take place in Germany next month,
: with a pilot and passenger.

* A broader trust challenge looms too, as many flying taxi makers
. have pushed back their dates for commercial launch as they
: struggle to bring their projects to fruition.

: “You need to re-instill credibility and reputation,” Hoke said,
: adding the current financial backdrop is also challenging.

* “In combination with a difficult market, less liquidity in the market
¢ is a problem for the whole industry.”

: Air mobility projects that went public through special purpose
¢ acquisition companies (SPAC) in recent years have lost at least
: 30% of their initial value. Venture capital is down across several
; industries, with a shiftin spend from air taxis to drones, Riedel said.
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THE APP WITH A FUTURE
FOR TAXI DRIVERS

Finally, the DRIVER’s APP is here!

* Join the Taxy Team

« Nearest Taxi gets the job.
« Only 10% Comission

- Join and get 8 weeks free

TO BECOME A DRIVER |
> http://taxy.ie/driveronboard/ |

> Download Taxy Passenger App & Click
Become a Driver.

CALL MICK ON
087 721 4930

DOWNLOAD OUR APP:

ownlead on the

|" E;;ﬂgle Play i ff-:h.pp Store |

VISITUS ONLINE

{axy.ie




taxifair

INSURANCE

Shockingly good
Electric SPSV

Insurance.

New, green initiative from FBD Insurance

offering discounts on Electric Vehicles
within their Taxi Insurance product

Same great cover with a discounted price

FBD Taxi Insurance is available
exclusively via TaxiFair Insurance

Contact us today for more information

21A Clanbrassil Street Lower, Dublin8 | Tel:01 4851995 | Email : helpd@taxifairie




Chloe has bravely spoken out after waking up to find her taxi

driver on top of her

home feared she would be killed

32 Tacsai June / July 2023

Galway woman who was sexually :
assaulted by a taxi driver in
Galway city during a journey :
: whose address was given at one point in the
as she bravely opened up about :

the moment her “life changed forever”.
Chloe Hornibrook, 31, told her story to Galway
Beo after former taxi driver Francis Oseghale,

proceedings as Cartur Mor, Knocnacarra, was



sentenced on Tuesday 23 May at a sitting of :
: heard her breathing change before he got off

the Galway Circuit Court to 18 months in prison

with a further 18 months under probation for :
the disgusting act of sexually assaulting the :
he was doing and got off of me and back into

The mother of-two has waived her right to :
anonymity to make women and girls aware of :
the dangers posed on a night out and warn :
: continues: “That day, 15 July my life changed
forever and it will never be the same again.
Galway city at the time of the attack, told the :
publication that she left her Gleann Dara home :
for a night out for a friend’s birthday in July :
2018 - the night when her life would change
| was waking, what would have happened. It

Chloe explained: “I was living in Galway at :
the time and it was my friend’s birthday. We :

drunk young woman while she slept.

about her attacker, Francis Oseghale.

Galway native Chloe, who was living in

forever.

were out, we were drinking.”
She said that she was “tipsy drunk”, having
enjoyed the night out with her friends and

Bridge Street.
Chloe said: “I
woman hanging around the rank and it turned

the taxi and leaned my arm on the window and
just conked, fell asleep instantly.”

the taxi, on top of her in the back of the stopped

assault.

playsuit | was wearing was pulled to one side,

moment.”
Chloe, who was 26 years old at the time, said

that she believes Oseghale saw her tears or

of her. She told Galway Beo: “I can’t say for
sure but for whatever reason, he stopped what

the driver’s seat in the front of the cab.”
The victim impact statement read aloud
before the court at the 23 May 2023 sentencing

I will never forget the fear | felt waking up to
a stranger laying on top of me with my body
partially exposed. My first instinct was to
pretend | was still asleep for fear if he knew

was truly the most terrifying ordeal | have ever
gone through.
“However, today is not about what happened

that night, this is about how it has impacted my
. life and that it has.
that she got into a taxi at around 3.30am on :
Sunday morning, 15 July 2018, at the rank on :
regularly,
remember speaking to a:
: medication. | decided to go to counselling to
out we were going in the same direction, so :
we said why don’t we share the taxi. | got into
stalking my house as he knew where | lived. It
. was just me and my four-year-old son at the
Chloe revealed that the next thing she :
remembers is Francis Oseghale, the driver of :
me, but | struggled to find anywhere suitable
car. The other woman had been dropped off :
already when Chloe was subjected to the :
: In my mind this guaranteed our safety and
She said: “| woke up and he was on top of me
in the back of the taxi. He dropped the other
girl off first and | was asleep in the back of the :
taxi. When | woke up, he was on top of me, the :
: have a bit of fun on a night out; subconsciously
the top of my playsuit was pulled down so that
my breasts were exposed. It was instant fear - :
| was so afraid | started to cry and | did try to :
hold back those tears but | couldn’t. | wasn't :
able to move - all | could do was cry at that
they realise they’re doing it but it’s very clear
: to see and | can feel the awkwardness.

“l was diagnosed with PTSD shortly after
the assault. | was having panic attacks quite
which never happened to me
before and | was prescribed Anti-Depression

help deal with what had happened. | became
very paranoid thinking he was watching me and

time so the fear was overwhelming. | needed
to get out of that house where he couldn’t find

at the time. So | uprooted my life and son and
moved to Kildare to be next to my older sister.

helped to ease my paranoia.

“l still to this day get uncomfortable in a taxi
and | will never get in one alone. | cannot
remember the last time | truly let myself go and

| believe this is because we have to get a taxi
home and the fear creeps in again. Every
night ends the same, us sitting in a taxi and
everyone slightly quiet as they’re all thinking
‘how’s Chloe’s head now’. | don’'t even think

June / July 2022 Tacsai 33



“What has affected me the most is the not

still in the dark about exactly what happened.
| know he couldn’t keep his hands to himself,
besides my breasts, what else did he do to

absolutely disgusting in my own skin, | felt no
amount of water could wash away his hands.
“l stupidly blamed myself for awhile thinking
oh | shouldn’t have gone out,

fallen asleep’. But thankfully, with the help of

taxi and be driven safely home, not molested!
“l cannot put into words just how truly broken

so proud of myself for staying mentally strong
knowing all that he done to me that night, I'm :

these past five years to get to this point. I've

: done this for me and for any girls and women
. out there who may not have had the chance
: to try get some justice for what happened to
me? What else did he see or touch without :
my knowledge or consent? I'm a very self- :
conscious girl and | would cry in the shower
looking at my body with these thoughts. | felt :
cases with no consequences to the attacker,
: only the victims. If today’s outcome can prevent
 this from happening to even one more girl or
| shouldn't
have had so much to drink, | shouldn’t have :

them.

“I've just had a beautiful baby girl and it
scares me to think these types of assaults are
happening all the time, and for the majority of

woman | feel |, we’'ve, achieved something.
“l wish | could be there today to look that

: man straight in the eyes while reading this out
counselling and support from my loved ones
my attitude changed. | was not to blame, | was
not in the wrong! Anyone should have the right :
to enjoy a night out, fall asleep In the back of a :

but unfortunately due to complications from
pregnancy and delivery my health won'’t allow
it.”

If you have been affected by sexual violence,

please consider talking to Galway Rape Crisis
: Centre on 1800 355 355 or call the National
| have been since but each day | get a little :

stronger for me and my family. | am honestly : on 1800 77 8888.

24-hour Rape Crisis Helpline

TAXI DRIVERS
TAX RETURNS

* Accountants for full time Taxi Drivers with unparalleled Experience -+
« Continuous monitoring of Tax Clearance -
* Letter's and Accounts, included in the fee
« Nationwide service -»
« Discounted rate for TTnH Members only -
* 16 years experience *

- 1.NL.H.

A CCOUNTING SERVICES
1. * TAXI DRIVERS »
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Telephone: 085 215 7999
Email: info@ttnh.ie
Unit 9, Bellevue, Ind. Est., Tolka Valley Rd, D11




More trips
Extra earnings
Greater choice

You can unlock more opportunities
with Taxi on Uber

Sign up at
drive.ubercom
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Mr. and Mrs. Brown had two sons. One was
named Mind Your Own Business & the other
was named Trouble. One day the two boys
decided to play hide and seek. Trouble hid
while Mind Your Own Business counted to
one hundred. Mind Your Own Business began
looking for his brother behind garbage cans
and bushes. Then he started looking in and
under cars until a police man approached him
and asked, “What are you doing?” “Playing a
game,” the boy replied. “What is your name?”
the officer questioned. «Mind Your Own
Business.” Furious the policeman inquired,
«Are you looking for trouble??” The boy

replied, “Why, yes.”

Reaching the end of a job interview, the Human
Resources Officer asks a young engineer
fresh out of the Massachusetts Institute of
Technology, “And what starting salary are
you looking for?” The engineer replies, “In the
region of $125,000 a year, depending on the
benefits package.” The interviewer inquires,
‘“Well, what would you say to a package of five
weeks vacation, 14 paid holidays, full medical
and dental, company matching retirement
fund to 50% of salary, and a company car
leased every two years, say, a red Corvette?”
The engineer sits up straight and says, “Wow!
Are you kidding?” The interviewer replies,
“Yeah. but vou started it.”

A bus full of ugly people had a head on collision with
a truck. When they died, God granted all of them one
wish. The first person said, “I want to be gorgeous.”
God snapped his fingers and it happened. The second

’ person said the same thing and God did the same thing.

This want on and on throughout the group. God noticed
the last man in line was laughing hysterically. By the
time God got to the last ten people, the last man was
laughing and rolling on the ground. When the man’s
turn came, he laughed and said, “I wish they were all
ugly again.”

asks, “How will sh

- e kn
With the trailer from just
The redhead rep
she reads slow:

Kid 1: “Hey, | bet you're still a virgi
| was a virgin until last night .
«“Yeah, just ask your sister.

sister.” Kid 2:

A blonde and 3 r e, |
« edhead have
v‘l;l:::' have just Iost their b:l;:anTcIII:
ot le:: need to buy another, but
o a\:‘e $590. The redhead tells th
. e:nigei I will go to the market ans
can find one for und
er
amount. If | can, I will send yotll:a:

telegram.” She
. . goes to the mayr

flmds one for $499, Having oll:let one
ol_lar left, she goes sraph

dollar per word. S i ped
. She is stum
::;:lv:kto tell t.he blonde to bring t:l;
bk and trailer., Finally, she tells the
o lirfaph operator to send the word
ortable.” Sceptical, the operator

oW to come
1 that word?”
‘hes, “She’s a blonde SO
Come for ta bull.’”

n.” Kid 2: “Yeah,
» Kid 1: “As if.” Kid 2:
» Kid 1: “I don’t have a

«you will in about nine months.”

s

Teacher: “If | gave you 2 cats and another 2 cats and
another 2, how many would you have?” Johnny:
«geven.” Teacher: “No, listen carefully... If | gave you
two cats, and another two cats and another two, how
many would you have?” Johnny: “Seven.” Teacher:
“Let me put it to you differently. If | gave you two apples,
and another two apples and another two, how many
would you have?” Johnny: «gix.” Teacher: “Good. Now
if 1 gave you two cats, and another two cats and anothe:
two, how many would you have?” Johnny: “Seven!
Teacher: “Johnny, where in the heck do you get se\{en
from?!” Johnny: “Because I've already got a freaking

cat!”

¥,
o P




1The Nicobar Islands belong to which
country?

2 \What flavour is the best selling soup inthe
UK?

3.Inwhich city was the first cricket test match
held in 18777

4.In which George Eliot novel would you
find the characters Dorothea Brooke and
Mary Garth?

5.Which songs with “Radio” in the title were
UK top twenty hits for the following artists,
[a] Kings of Leon (2010), [b] Tiffany (1988),
[c] Martine McCutcheon (2001), [d] Rush
(1980) and [e] McFly (2013)?

6. In the children’s animated series, who
was the pilot of Thunderbird 47

7 Where might a fumerole be found?

8In which year was Mahatma Ghandi
assassinated?

9.What is the most southerly city in the UK?
10.According to the movies, what type of
gun does Dirty Harry carry?

11Which London theatre was the first
public building in the world to be lit entirely
by electricity?

12.In Greek mythology, how many Muses
were there?

13.The mountain “Goat Fell” is found on
which Scottish island?

THE TACSAI MAGAZINE

BUMPER

QUIZ

141n which city was double Eurovision
winner Johnny Logan bom?

15.In what branch of science would Napier's
Bones be used?

16.What is the Sunday prior to Easter
Sunday called?

17 What colour is the cross on the Greek
flag?

18 How many years did Prohibition last in
the USA?

19.What is the name for the metal frame on
a dart board?

20.What was Stan Laurel’s real surname?



Ross Rice, who was in his early 20s, died in the collision on the R403 in
Celbridge on Tuesday, July 18 at around 10.50pm.

G

ardai have

the life of a young dad in Co Kildare.

Tuesday, July 18 at around 10.50pm.

of the car in which Mr Rice was a passenger fled the scene,
gardai said.

year.

this week. He has since been released without charge and
Prosecutions.

This evening, gardai asked for a taxi driver to come
forward to help in their investigation.

area of the R403 and brought this fare to the Liffey Valley/
Palmerstown area of Dublin.

this collision to contact them.
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issued an update on their :
investigation into a hit-and-run which claimed :
: 18th July 2023 on the R403 in Celbridge, County Kildare.

Ross Rice, who was in his early 20s, died :
in the collision on the R403 in Celbridge on :

investigate a fatal road traffic collision involving a truck and
a car that occurred at approximately 10:50pm on Tuesday

“A passenger from the car, a man in his 20s, was fatally
injured during the course of this collision. The driver of the

¢ car failed to remain at the scene.
It's understood he was a passenger in a car that collided :
with a lorry. The driver of the lorry was uninjured. The driver :

“On Tuesday 26th July 2023, a man in his late teens
was arrested as part of this investigation and detained at

. a Garda station in the Eastern Region. He has since been
. released without charge and a file will be prepared for the

Mr Rice, who was from Cherry Orchard in south west :
Dublin, had become a father for the first time in August last :
: forward, who Gardai believe was travelling on the R403
A man aged in his late teens was arrested on Tuesday of :
¢ Tuesday 18th July 2023.
a file will be prepared for the office of the Director of Public :
© Lucan Road/New Adamstown Link Road area of the R403
: and brought this fare to the Liffey Valley/Palmerstown area
: of Dublin.

Gardai believe the taxi was travelling on the R403 :
between Celbridge and Lucan at approximately 11pm on :
Tuesday, July 18. It is believed this taxi driver collected :
a fare from the Lucan Road/New Adamstown Link Road :

office of the Director of Public Prosecutions.
“Gardai are now appealing for a taxi driver to come

between Celbridge and Lucan at approximately 11pm on

“It is believed this taxi driver collected a fare from the

“Gardai are continuing to appeal for any witnesses to this
collision to come forward.

“Any road users who may have camera footage (including
dash-cam) and were travelling on the R403 in Celbridge

. between 10:30pm and 11:15pm on Tuesday 18th July 2023
: are asked to make this footage available to Gardai.”

They are also continuing to appeal for any witnesses to :
: Garda station on 01 666 7800, the Garda Confidential Line
A spokesperson said: “Gardai in Leixlip are continuing to :

Anyone with any information is asked to contact Leixlip

on 1800 666 111 or any Garda station.
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PART WORN & NEW
SUMMER & WINTER TYRES

High Quality, Tested and Ready for NCT

DISCOUNTS FOR
TAXI DRIVERS e W e

PUNCTURE REPAIR Puncture repair

’ Tyre fit and balance
TYRE FITTING AND BALANCING Buffing
AVAILABLE ON SITE Valeting

- NCT-repairs
Whether you're looking for car 4
-2 . Alloy wheels

tyres, van, motorcycle or 4x4 tyres, Wholesale best price offers
we pride ourselves in offering Winter tyres

straight forwarg, reliable advice as MOT testing

well as competitive prices and @ Wheel alignment

fast, professional service

it v A TR - \ Red Cow Tyre Depot — stock all leading brands.
L I'i

_. = www.redcowtyres.com
RED COW TYRES
JUST DRIVE IN

TO ANY RED COW TYRES LOCATION

A Matador | Ty hm -—-a; > DUNLOF ﬁ

1. RED COW TYRE CENTRE 2. TALLAGHT SQUARE TYRES 3. BOGHALL TYRE CENTRE 4, RIALTO TYRES
Red Cow, Maas Road, Square Motor Centre, Tallaght, Linit 1 Pinewcod Close, Boghall Road, Glenviw Industrial Estate,
D22 C2x2 024 X8RW Bray, Co Wicklow, A9 TFES Herberton Road, D12 PHP3

Phone 101464 0166 Phone 01414 9803 Phone 01 416 3562
Mobile  : 085 148 8832 Mobile D85 275 3107 Mobile : 085 112 5427 Mobilephone : 089 224 6975

Man—Sat : 8.00am - 6.00pm Mon - Fri : 8.00am - 6.00pm Mon — Fri : 8.30am - 5.30pm Mon—Sat  : 8.00am - 600pm
Sun - 10.00am - 5.00pm Sat : 8.00am - 5.00pm Sat * 8.30am - 5.00pm Sun - 10.00am - 5.00pm



Let me ask you a
question...

Are you a Taxi driver or
an insurance worker?

[Taxi driver, of course. 1

Aren't you just fed up
of doing your insurance
companies work for them?

Well, | always have to call
twice to get a lower price

Not with TaxiFair.
We always offer our
best price, first time

That's why over 92.5% of policies have
renewed with TaxiFair in 2023.

Data collated from all TaxiFair renewals offered with an effective date
between 1st January 2023 and 31st May 2023

o

taxifair

INSURANCE

TaxiFair Insurances Limited T/A TaxiFair Insurances
is regulated by the Central Bank of Ireland




